
   

 
 

               



   

 
 

 

The Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network on Trade (ARTNeT) is an open 

http://artnet.unescap.org/


   

iii 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://artnet.unescap.org/
mailto:duvaly@un.org




   

v 
 

Table of Contents 

Abstract ........................................................................................................................... iv 

Table of Contents ............................................................................................................ v 





https://www.unescap.org/content/aptiad
https://repository.unescap.org/handle/20.500.12870/5429
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/274.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/wtr18_0_e.pdf


   

2 
 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/356162751_Digital_Trade_In_Search_of_Appropriate_Regulation
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/1056.pdf&Open=True
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3623734
https://www.iisd.org/system/files/2023-04/wto-joint-initiative-e-commerce-fifth-year-stocktake-en.pdf
https://www.iisd.org/system/files/2023-04/wto-joint-initiative-e-commerce-fifth-year-stocktake-en.pdf


https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/handbook-provisions-and-options-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic
https://tiid.shinyapps.io/text-analysis-tool/
https://tiid.shinyapps.io/text-analysis-tool/
https://tiid.shinyapps.io/text-analysis-tool/_w_69bc132f/Techincal_paper_text_analysis_tool.pdf


 

  



   



   



https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/agreements/japan/Agreement_between_the_United_States_and_Japan_concerning_Digital_Trade.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/agreements/japan/Agreement_between_the_United_States_and_Japan_concerning_Digital_Trade.pdf
https://cil.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2019-ASEAN-Agreement-on-Electronic-Commerce.pdf
https://cil.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2019-ASEAN-Agreement-on-Electronic-Commerce.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/services-and-digital-trade/australia-and-singapore-digital-economy-agreement
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/services-and-digital-trade/australia-and-singapore-digital-economy-agreement
http://www.sice.oas.org/TPD/DEPA/DEPA_e.ASP
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-singapore-digital-economy-agreement-explainer/uk-singapore-digital-economy-agreement-final-agreement-explainer
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-singapore-digital-economy-agreement-explainer/uk-singapore-digital-economy-agreement-final-agreement-explainer
https://www.mti.gov.sg/Trade/Digital-Economy-Agreements/KSDPA


   

 

https://www.hinrichfoundation.com/research/article/digital/the-long-road-to-a-seamless-global-digital-economy/
https://www.mti.gov.sg/Trade/Digital-Economy-Agreements/The-Digital-Economy-Partnership-Agreement
https://www.mti.gov.sg/Trade/Digital-Economy-Agreements/The-Digital-Economy-Partnership-Agreement


   

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Bandar-Seri-Begawan-Roadmap-on-ASEAN-Digital-Transformation-Agenda_Endorsed.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Bandar-Seri-Begawan-Roadmap-on-ASEAN-Digital-Transformation-Agenda_Endorsed.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/08/digital-economy-agreements-trade/
https://doi.org/10.1787/23561431-en
https://ssrn.com/abstract=4217903


   

10 
 

Figure 3. Coverage and thematic distribution of DTPs in PTAs with DTPs and in 
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Despite the emerging consistency in coverage, DTPs can still be very different in creating 

obligations, allowing for different degrees of policy space. For example, the provision on 

cross-border transfer of information by electronic means in DEPA, KSDPA, C





   

15 
 



https://www.unescap.org/projects/cpta


https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/811756/aid-trade-asia-pacific-trade-digital-agreements.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/811756/aid-trade-asia-pacific-trade-digital-agreements.pdf
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/publications/2023/3/economic-impact-of-adopting-digital-trade-rules-evidence-from-apec-member-economies/223_cti_economic-impact-of-adopting-digital-trade-rules.pdf?sfvrsn=e1021415_2
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/publications/2023/3/economic-impact-of-adopting-digital-trade-rules-evidence-from-apec-member-economies/223_cti_economic-impact-of-adopting-digital-trade-rules.pdf?sfvrsn=e1021415_2
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/publications/2023/3/economic-impact-of-adopting-digital-trade-rules-evidence-from-apec-member-economies/223_cti_economic-impact-of-adopting-digital-trade-rules.pdf?sfvrsn=e1021415_2
https://www.apec.org/docs/default-source/publications/2023/3/economic-impact-of-adopting-digital-trade-rules-evidence-from-apec-member-economies/223_cti_economic-impact-of-adopting-digital-trade-rules.pdf?sfvrsn=e1021415_2
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Bandar-Seri-Begawan-Roadmap-on-ASEAN-Digital-Transformation-Agenda_Endorsed.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Bandar-Seri-Begawan-Roadmap-on-ASEAN-Digital-Transformation-Agenda_Endorsed.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2602817
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3962165
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4424470
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4217903
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/guest%20speaker%20presentation%20-%20Deborah%20Elms.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/guest%20speaker%20presentation%20-%20Deborah%20Elms.pdf


   

https://gdpr-info.eu/
https://www.hinrichfoundation.com/research/article/digital/data-sovereignty-trade-agreements-digital-kingdoms/
https://www.hinrichfoundation.com/research/article/digital/data-sovereignty-trade-agreements-digital-kingdoms/
https://www.hinrichfoundation.com/research/article/digital/the-long-road-to-a-seamless-global-digital-economy/
https://www.hinrichfoundation.com/research/article/digital/the-long-road-to-a-seamless-global-digital-economy/
https://www.iisd.org/system/files/2023-04/wto-joint-initiative-e-commerce-fifth-year-stocktake-en.pdf
https://www.iisd.org/system/files/2023-04/wto-joint-initiative-e-commerce-fifth-year-stocktake-en.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/handbook-provisions-and-options-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/handbook-provisions-and-options-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic
https://www.oecd.org/digital/ieconomy/unpacking-ecommerce.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/sdd/its/Handbook-on-Measuring-Digital-Trade-Version-1.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/twec.13407


https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/08/digital-economy-agreements-trade/
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/274.pdf&Open=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/274.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/world_trade_report18_e.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/1056.pdf&Open=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/1056.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news23_e/igo_20jan23_e.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/twec.13412
https://unov.tind.io/record/67136?ln=en
https://www.unescap.org/content/aptiad
https://repository.unescap.org/handle/20.500.12870/5429


   


	Working Paper
	Abstract
	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	1. Multilateral cooperation in digital trade
	2. Regional cooperation in digital trade
	2.1 Overview of the status quo of regional cooperation
	2.2 Different approaches shaped to digital trade
	2.3 Emergence of Digital Economy Agreements (DEAs)
	2.4 Scope of digital trade provisions in PTAs and DEAs
	2.5 Comparative analysis of selected agreements
	2.6 Impact of digital trade provisions in PTAs

	3. Conclusion and the way forward
	List of references

