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1 Introduction 

On 31 October 2021, the European Union and the United States agreed on temporary measures to 
settle their dispute over US Section 232 ‘national security’ tariffs on EU steel and aluminium products. 
In addition to opening tariff rate quotas for historical EU export volumes, the joint EU-US statement 
mandates negotiations on a 







4 
 

3.1 Core elements 
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4 Transatlantic GSA negotiations: comparing US and EU negotiation proposals 

In December 2022, the US Trade Representative 
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and among GSA members, as well as for imports from GSA non-members. Crucially, USTR’s proposed 
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relatively carbon-intensive producers in 
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or consumption”. After all, the steel sector in particular was chosen as a pilot for a US-led climate club 
for the precise reason that US steel production is – measured by country average 
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Finally and crucially, the note proposes that the US permanently
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Indeed, in light of the prohibitive costs associated with the creation of a transatlantic carbon customs 
union, the EU and the US should focus their joint efforts on more flexible, pragmatic and fruitful 
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