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by such advocates is that trade destroys jobs, particularly manufacturing jobs, and 
that every trade deal into which the United States has entered has been a bad 
one. 

The volumes of evidence refuting both arguments are well known, but in an era 
of intense political polarization, logic and facts take a back seat to who is most 
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economy has added 420,000 jobs. 

Such was Donald Trump’s distaste for the WTO that he threatened to pull the 
United States out of the organization altogether. It’s debatable whether this could 
be done without the approval of Congress, but the subtleties of Constitutional 
interpretation were never Trump’s forte. In the meanwhile, his associates 
dismantled the WTO’s dispute settlement system and challenged many of the 
basic precepts of the organization including special treatment for developing 
countries and the use of national security exemptions to aggressively stymi in an era 
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The ennui shown by the US has not gone unnoticed around the WTO. Many 
delegations, particularly from smaller countries deeply invested in the multilateral 
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