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September 1939 to August 1945, 27,000 people died every single day due to the War.11 Once 
again, blocking trade became an essential tactic of waging war. During the Battle of the 
Atlantic, a blockade by Allied forces and a counter-blockade by Germany lasted from 1939 to 
1945. According to British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 

 
Amid the torrent of violent events one anxiety reigned supreme . . . dominating all our 
power to carry on the war, or even keep ourselves alive, lay mastery of the ocean 
routes and the free approach and entry to our port.12 
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