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Abstract
Global supply chains are being restructured to achieve distinct 
geopolitical goals, given the strategic vulnerability of such networks 
due to being controlled by a few nations. Countries that are 
prominent sourcing hubs for some supply chains could potentially 
óweaponiseô their economic inþuence for larger geopolitical gains. 
This brief argues that although multiple global efforts have been 
initiated to address such threats, efforts to restructure supply 
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A midst the COVID-19 pandemic, the reconstruction of global 
supply chains is being premised on geopolitics rather than 
just economic efýciency facilitated by globalisation. This is an 
unprecedented endeavour. Global supply chains in various 
industries have evolved based on the speciýc economic 

advantages of different countries in contributing to the diverse stages of 
the supply network. These advantages range from being a supplier of raw 
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(in 2010), and further trade coercive measures taken at various points in time 
against the Philippines (in 2012), Taiwan (in 2016), South Korea (in 2017), and 
most recently, Australia (in 2020).5
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goal is clear from their composition—all countries are, if not US defence allies, 
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Since the onset of the current round of economic globalisation around four 
decades ago, supply chains have been spatially dispersed to maximising on 
the economic efýciencies of various geographical locations. This explains why 
despite being the global frontrunner in technological innovation, the US mostly 
limits itself to the design of semiconductors, and imports chips, to be used 
by its domestic industries, from cheaper manufacturing locations in the Asia-
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extending a similar partnership template to strategically sensitive supply 
chains, such as semiconductors and large batteries, might be challenging due to 
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The COVID-19 pandemic caused large upheavals in global supply 
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