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it has become more difficult to identify the hand of government distorting trade. 
It is imperative to track and understand anomalies that occur in trade flows. 
Sellers know when their sales have dried up but may not always know why. 

It is also true that sometimes measures are openly acknowledged that 
dramatically restrict trade but are attributed to otherwise generally acceptable 
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that must be supplied, and within each heading, there are subparagraphs of 
detailed data requests.26 
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practice has remained in place ever since that time,30 as has the Global Trade 
Alert, which has collected a broad set of data on government measures that 
affect trade. Bown in a study in 2009 described how at that time the WTO 
illuminated trade restrictions but argued that more was needed for surveillance 
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System (AMIS) and the WTO Secretariat reports,34 many of the trade-restrictive 
agricultural measures were rolled back. An important part of the WTO’s reporting 
also consisted of listing trade facilitation measures. Information regarding good 
practices—pledges to avoid export restrictions and the use of import liberalizing 
measures—could and did lead to emulation in the form of trade facilitation 
measures. Aided by transparency, nations were working for the common good. 
This did not mean that there was no resistance. Initially the Members did not wish 
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In reaction to this constant shortcoming, in Buenos Aires in December 2017, 
as one of three major complaints about the operation of the WTO, the United 
States Trade Representative declared:

…[I]t is impossible to negotiate new rules when many of the current ones are not 
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me that “the lions in the arena do not bite because their turn will come to play 
the part of the martyred,”—that is, their turns will come to be the subject of a 
TPR. While much is made transparent in a TPR, sometimes the information is 
diplomatically veiled. For example, to extract from the opening paragraph of 









17�WP 22-6  |  APRIL 2022

Member notification requirements

14 Members should, as a new normal practice, provide with respect to any 
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Crisis management

24 In response to a crisis, any group of Members or Committee Chairs can 
ask the Secretariat to recommend all the possible responses—including 
improvements in monitoring.53 Cross-divisional Secretariat task forces can 
be formed to monitor and assess trade measures, as was done in the case 
of the pandemic.

25 Special horizontal Trade Policy Reviews should be conducted for matters of 







22�WP 22-6  |  APRIL 2022

facilities were under stress and truckers were not present in adequate numbers. 
The pandemic taught us the difficulties of manufacturing mRNA vaccines in 
sufficient quantities and getting them to where they are needed.

Then came the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and the same concerns that 
troubled the Ancient Greeks returned, when the world awakened to the fact 
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vulnerabilities). This can be looked at more globally. Net food-importing 




