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for example, currently trades for almost $55,000 per metric ton, and tantalum 
trades for $160,000 per metric ton. These minerals are mined in countries such 
as the Democratic Republic of the Congo (cobalt) and Guinea (bauxite), which 
are already beset by “cursed” dynamics. Many (if not all) of these minerals 
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Table 1
Top exporters of traditional fuels and energy transition–dependent minerals, 2019
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These dynamics were not limited to oil-exporting countries. From Salvador 
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