


While Western sanctions have not succeeded in forcing the Kremlin to fully reverse its actions and



When analyzing a Western policy on Russia, one

must first assess the nature of Russia’s government!
The authors call it “kleptocratic” or “neopatrimonial”
autocracy, as such regimes sustain loyalty of elites
and population through the redistribution of benefits
and spoils. The two main objectives of Vladimir Putin’s
system are to maintain power and to enrich a narrow
elite. The Kremlin’s foreign policy should be seen
from this perspective. It is designed to promote the














































































