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executive summary

asia policy

�is essay examines how Southeast Asia’s economic fortunes are at risk as the 
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of additional economic impact and is primarily aimed at challenging U.S. 
primacy as an economic and political power in the region. �e RCEP has 
also been criticized for not including provisions for so-called 21st-century 
principles in trade agreements. Yet the e	ects of the partnership “are 
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helps connect local companies within the [ASEAN +3] region with global 
value chains, thus allowing resources to be allocated e�ciently and keeping 
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a key intermediary for global fashion, toy, and furniture brands by sourcing 
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compliance as a result of pressure from regulators, investors, and 





[ 47 ]

roundtable  �  advancing sustainable development in asia



[ 48 ]

conclusion
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