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ABSTRACT
Taiwan was the first developing country to adopt an export-oriented trade 
strategy after World War II. The factors usually associated with big shifts in 
policy—a macroeconomic crisis, a change in political power or institutions, 
lobbying by export interests, pressure from international financial institutions—
were not present; it was ideas that were key. In 1954, economist S. C. Tsiang 
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about foreign exchange allocation (3). The complicated system had been “a 
heavy burden to both the control authorities and the public and constitute[d] 
a bottleneck in economic activities.” They also “give rise to certain serious 
problems, such as misallocation of foreign exchange, unfairness, corruption, and 
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