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$597 billion—are linked to the pandemic. The products 

essential for defeating COVID-19 include medicines; medical 

supplies; medical equipment and technology; and personal 

protective products such as face masks, sanitizer, and hand 

soaps. Medicines comprise 56 percent of these imports.6
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maybe the most, from the higher prices resulting from such 

restrictive trade measures. What is little understood, though, 

by many people in the developed world, is that wealthier 
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the like product to all third countries is similarly prohibited 

or restricted.”61 The country applying the export restric-

tion cannot limit that restriction to one or a few countries. 

Although there is, to date, no WTO jurisprudence on these 

two legal issues, these are the conclusions that would most 

likely be reached by the Appellate Body.

Importantly, any export restriction, even if it is not eligible 
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The gap between the supply of COVID-19 vaccines and the 

urgent demand for them has led to a disheartening outbreak 
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leadership on trade liberalization would be to cooperate 

with the Ottawa Group in reducing all worldwide medical 

tariffs to zero.

Needed also are new WTO disciplines on export restric-

tions. The Ottawa Group recommends that WTO members 

“review and promptly eliminate unnecessary existing restric-

tions on exports of essential medical goods necessary to com-
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international standards to help ensure the safety and the 

quality of imported medical goods; giving the go-ahead 

to targeted subsidies for producing new medicines for 

;»ĔnBʖȬȴʂʯīƝŏʯǎŖīŮȜǎƛŻƝůʯǢŶīǢʯĕö»ʯǎǪƒŖǖʯǋŖǎƛŻǢʯňƨƛǋǪƒ-

sory licensing of needed medicines by developing countries.

All these new rules relating to trade in medicines and 

medical products should be combined into a WTO medical 

trade agreement. Ideally, such an agreement would be fully 

multilateral, including all 164 WTO members. If that is not 

īǢʯȜǎǖǢʯīňŶŻŖȁīŇƒŖʀʯǢŶŖƝʯǖǪňŶʯīƝʯīůǎŖŖƛŖƝǢʯňƨǪƒŏʯŻƝŻǢŻīƒƒȈʯ

include some but not all members, and members could build 
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