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The Export Control Reform Act of 2018  
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investment in the United States and export controls are now connected and overlapping 
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Although ECRA does not define “national security,” a request for comment BIS 
published in November 2018 
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If BIS imposes controls on such technologies, or subsets thereof, ECRA requires the 
Administration to work to get a multilateral regime to agree to the same control so that 
the United States is not alone in the control.  This effectively means that any proposed 
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gather the ECRA-required information from industry to assess the economic impact of a 
unilateral control, even a short-
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(ii)  the acquisition of destabilizing numbers or types of 

conventional weapons; 
 
(iii)  
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and local concerns.  Most of the allies do not have the same concerns with respect to 
China that the United States does. There are language barriers and other agendas that 
get in the way.  Other countries’ 
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Commerce officials in final determinations during such procedures are untrue.  
 
The following are additional already-existing China-
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China -Specific Controls on End Uses  
 
The EAR, however, 
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Hong Kong  
 
The United States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 effectively requires the U.S. 
government to treat Hong Kong and mainland China as two separate destinations for 
export control purposes.  In addition, section 103(8) of the Act states that the “United 
States should continue to support access by Hong Kong to sensitive technologies 
controlled under [the then existing multilateral export control regime that is the 
predecessor to the Wassenaar Arrangement] for so long as the United States is 
satisfied that such technologies are protected from improper use or export.” Because 
the United States has not made a determination to the contrary, 
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unilateral controls should be rare and only respond to specific or emergency situations 
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