
Medical devices illustrate the limited scope for post-Brexit UK divergence from EU rules, and the 
trade-o�s the UK must face.

In his negotiations with the EU, Boris Johnson prioritised the UK’s ability to set its own rules and 
regulations (at least in respect of Great Britain). Yet more than �ve years after the UK voted to leave 
the EU, Johnson’s government is still struggling to articulate its vision for what it wants the UK to do 
di�erently from the EU and, more importantly, why. Medical device regulation provides an instructive 
example of both the opportunities now open to the UK, but also the constraints it will �nd itself under.

Medical devices are technologies that help diagnose or treat patients, or prevent illness without the use 
of drugs. They include everything from MRI scanners, hip implants and scalpel blades to smartphone 
apps that treat depression. The EU is currently struggling to implement a wide-ranging change in how 
medical devices are regulated – from the 1993 Medical Device Directive (MDD) to the 2017 Medical 



These are public or private organisations that an EU member-state (and the UK) authorises to approve 

https://www.medtechdive.com/news/mdr-is-live-here-are-5-things-to-know-on-where-the-rule-stands/600733/
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