
  

World Trade Organization





 

2 
 

1   I NTRODUCTION  

1.1.   The Agreement  

The  The The The 
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to as agricultural products ". 3  
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3.2   ITO negotiations and the creation of the GATT  (194 6 - 1948)  

3.4.   The B retton Woods Conference o f 1944, which established an international 

institution for  monetary policy , recognized the need for a comparable international 

institution for trade to complement the International Monetary Fund and the World 

Bank. 18  The subsequent  negotiations to form 
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3.12.   Following the second session of the Preparatory Committee , this provision  

was removed from the list of exceptions , while another  exception regarding 

conservation, albeit limited to "
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any agricultural product
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focus  of trade negotiations shif
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commodity agreements. 79  Work in this area resulted in a resolution conc erning 

the difficulties arising in trade in primary products in November 1956 80 , and an 

agreement a year later to 



 

19  
 

agricultural production in all countries". 86  
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task s of : (i)
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(BTN) 110  �± was introduced for the first time to guide this discussion .  Ultimately , 

however,  no definition was agreed upon  
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submitted notifica
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data on tariff a nd non -tariff measures appli ed by the Contracting Parties
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agriculture, SPS measures , and 
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38th GATT Session to "reaffirm their commitment to abide by their GATT 

obligations and  
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market access and supplies, and the op eration of the GATT as regards subsidies. 182  

In the context of these discussions, it was noted that " some difference of view 



 



 

36  
 



 

37









 

41  
 

on 4 O ctober 1990, a  
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plus 11 categories outside these chapters. 238  
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Concessions in this regard,  was subsequently  
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negotiations in the appropriate functional Negotiating Groups". 270  In particular, 

while some delegations envisaged NG3 as  having primaril y a monitoring and 
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that fish and fisheries products (along with forestry products) ought to be covered 

by the  negotiating group on agriculture. As in the agriculture negotiati on, however, 

this view was not universally shared , including amongst the delegations favouring 

a horizontal approach to the negotiation . A delegation, speaking on behalf of 

several countries, opposed the inclusion of these products in the agriculture 

negot iation,  and maintained that fish and forestry products should be covered by 

a formula approach in market access groups . A last group continued to defend a 

"vertical" approach whereby fisheries and forestry would be fully addressed in 

NG3.277  

4.64.   Finally, in the interest of transparency, negotiating parties  agreed to notify 

their  proposals , offers  and requests made in other negotiating groups  (other than 

NG3)  in relation to natural resource -based products. 278  For the most part, these 

submissions rel ated to the reduction or elimination of tariff and technical barriers 

to trade. 279   

4.65.   By the end of 1990, NG3 was reduced to a monitoring role, as the majority 

of its members confirmed their position that the Group "should essentially monitor 

negotiations reg arding natural resource -based products carried out in other 

negotiating groups".
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final compilation of such divergences on the basis of  information submitted by 18 

Members .291   

5.8.   These divergences were divided into two categories : (i)  non -
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working definitions as described above .297  As shown in the list 298



 





 

57  
 

5.16.   By the time of the Hong Kong Ministerial, the NGR had made considerable 
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into account the specificities of each sector. During the pre -GATT period and  the  

first years of the GATT, the Contracting Parties moved from the  product -specific 

approach traditionally used in commodity agreements to a  new,  comp rehensive 
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6.8.   Such concerns were present i n the conservation agreements in the early 20th 

century and voiced during the ITO negotiations. This dimension was also taken 

into account in the context of the negotiations on natural resource -based products 

during the Uruguay Round, albeit not as a centr al element at that time. While the 

question of subsidies had not been prominent  during these previous negotiations, 

t he relationship between trade and conservation eventually took central stage in 

the WTO negotiations on fisheries subsidies, in which the potential contribution of 

certain fishery subsidies to over -fishing and unsustainable developments ha s been 
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A NNEX  1  

 
Excerpt from the Agreement on Agriculture:  

 
ANNEX 1  
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ANNEX 2  
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ANNEX 3  

Excerpt from 
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