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2020 were 130 percent higher for masks and respirators and 272 percent higher for
protective garments. As terrible as things were early in 2020 when China’s decline
in net exports left many countries exposed, China’s increasing exports over the rest
of 2020 likely helped medical workers around the world save many lives.
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As the pandemic spread globally in early 2020, conditions in Europe began

to deteriorate. In February Italy experienced a spike in cases; Spain and other
European countries also suffered, and policymakers panicked. On March 3 France
requisitioned PPE for its health workers, and ossries em GerO (e man)lbansitioneother
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Though the price of some EU PPE exports increased considerably (figure 3,
panel b), the price increase for masks and respirators as well as protective garments
was not nearly as high as for Chinese exports (see again figure 2 and table 2). This
raises the question of whether the EU export monitoring system allocated PPE—in
short supply globally—through a mechanism that was less responsive to price.
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stubbornly took many weeks to decide; for example, USTR did not grant temporary
exclusions for masks and respirators until March 17.7

Figure 4
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PPE = personal protective equipment
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