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analysis. For more details on our objectives, scope, and methodology,
see appendix I.

B GAO-21-506 |$ Chi


















GAO-21-506 |$ Chi



10-digit HTSUS product category

80

GAO-21-506 |$ Chi



a1

GAO-21-506 |$ Chi



g2

GAO-21-506 L%






g4

GAO-21-506 |$ Chi



a5

GAO






: 4

GAO-21-506



g8






20

Cia

USTR officials said the consistency check was a
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and then transitioned to using the exclusion portal it had developed for
receiving exclusion requests in April 2020.

The extension process had fewer reviews than the exclusion process.
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apply USTR’s factors to each exclusion request, and record their analysis
and recommendation. Similarly, the training materials for TCEs provided

86 GAO-21-506 |$ Chi



X

87

Of the 12 exclusion case files, 11 were from companies that submitted
multiple exclusion requests, which USTR officials said would prompt a
consistency check of the company’s requests prior to the General
Counsel’s review. In two of the 11 cases, the consistency check
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Al USTR did not have any written procedures
detailing steps for the Stage 3 administrability review, including roles and
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be the requester’s competitor or be unwilling to sell the product to the
requester.

If the requester did not demonstrate that the product was available only
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If the requested product was strategically important to “Made in China
2025
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reasons for denying an exclusion request. However, it cited only the strongest reason for denial in its
notification letters to requesters depicted above.

We found that requests for exclusion from the Section 301 tariffs on
products from China for certain types of products had higher rates of
approval than others. In addition, exclusion requests for products in Lists
1 and 2 had higher approval rates on average than for requests for
products in Lists 3 and 4A. In particular, we found that that USTR’s
exclusion approval rate remained 21 percent higher for products in Lists 1
and 2 than for products in Lists 3 and 4A after controlling for product type
and other variables in our regression analysis.5° Our findings that
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Kimberly M. Gianopoulos, (202) 512-8612, GianopoulosKk@gao.gov
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The Government Accountability Office, the audit, evaluation, and investigative
arm of Congress, exists to support Congress in meeting its constitutional
responsibilities



