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Summary

•	 Many social and political issues have so far been neglected in planning for the circular 
economy transition. This research paper aims to redress this by considering how ‘just 
transition’ and social equity may be achieved through policy and practice.

•	
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hs been mainly frtamed hs a purely tectnological matter or a question of ‘making ate business case 
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social goals such as SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 5 (Gender Equality) or SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). 
Specific targets under SDG 8 on creating decent work and encouraging formalization of employment 
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implementing ‘top-down’ designed policy programmes to speed up processes that will drive transition, 
including deploying technologies and building new infrastructure. However, ensuring social justice 
is contingent on there being inclusive, deliberative processes and participation, and these need more 
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4. Towards a Just Circular Economy Transition
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Textiles and garments

The circular economy is seen as one of the strategic areas of innovation for the future development 
of the textile and clothing sector. The industry has begun engaging with the circular economy in 
multiple ways. Many global brands are supporting the transition to circularity by nurturing and 
scaling innovation,65 and leading companies in the garment industry have committed, at CEO level, 
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Waste management and recycling
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policy integration and coherence with socio-economic planning and employment policies. For 
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to support a just transition.
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suppliers in lower-income countries, it is important also to consolidate and streamline existing 
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5. Conclusions

A transition from a linear to a circular economy is essential to address pressing environmental issues 
such as depletion of natural resources, biodiversity loss, marine plastic pollution and climate change. 
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in the circular economy – environment and trade alike – it is necessary to coordinate and engage 
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