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the same type of problem. �is is important. All of the big platforms take down content that 
is illegal in the jurisdictions where they operate. But they also take down content that could 
be illegal because regulations instruct them to minimize risk. Added to that is a new layer of 
moderation that comes from political and commercial pressure, and that concerns – for want of 
a better word – “moral moderation”: the take down of content that is objectionable but legal. 
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both illegal and seriously harmful content, and numbers suggest that they are also getting hold 
of content that yet hasn’t caused much damage. YouTubed, for instance, reported that between 
July and September last year it took down almost 8 million videos – and that three quarters of 
the removed content has received fewer than 11 viewers. 
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