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Introduction
When, in October 2013, the European Council urged the European Commission to 
negotiate an investment agreement with China, it stated its goals as “enhanced 
protection of EU investments in China and vice versa, improved legal certainty 
regarding the treatment of EU investors in China, reduction of barriers to investing 
kp"Ejkpc"cpf."cu"c"tguwnv."kpetgcukpi"dkncvgtcn"kpxguvogpv"Ȩqyu"cpf"kortqxgf"ceeguu"
to the Chinese market.” Negotiations, the directive continued, should conclude no 
later than two and a half years after they started. 

Vjktv{/ȧxg"tqwpfu"qh"pgiqvkcvkqpu"cpf"ugxgp"{gctu"ncvgt."cp"Ȇkp"rtkpekrngȇ"
agreement has emerged. Detailed annexes1 were published in March 2021, allowing 
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claim to dependency is overstated. Along with Ireland and Finland, Germany is one 
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screening process is fully operational. In January 2021, China’s new measures for 
the national security review of FDI came into force. So, today any FDI could fall 
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Vjku"Ȩggvkpi"eqkpekfgpeg"qh"ycpvu"ȁ"cpf"Ejcpegnnqt"Cpignc"OgtmgnȄu"gcigtpguu"
to see the deal conclude under her watch7 – may have driven progress in the 
negotiations towards the in-principal conclusion. That moment of harmony passed 
quickly. The EU’s reward for acquiescence is the targeting of its companies in China 
and sanctions against its parliamentarians and the MERICS think-tank.8
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Disclaimer:

https://www.hinrichfoundation.com/about/terms-and-conditions/
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