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Summary



Introduction

Covid119 has done more than cause a medical and economic crisis. It is
provoking a major reorientation of the foreign policy of both the United
States and Europe. At the heart of this is the question of their changing
relationship with China.






an economic basis, including admitting China as a member of the World
Trade Organization (WTO). The UK government was especially keen to
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This anarchy has the potential to escalate into military conflict. Periods of
relative peace or violence are explained by the interactions of the more
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This diplomatic aggressiveness has been matched by bellicose actions
by Chinals military and security services in East and South Asia. In recent
months a Chinese ship rammed and sunk a Vietnamese vessel in the
contested waters of the South China Sea; Chinese research, coastguard
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Instead the historical pattern is one of the so-called tributary relationship
lv A&



15




16

The choice
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attach conditions on foreign aid to African countries in pursuit of good
governance objectives, Chinese assistance comes not only in the form of


https://policy.asiapacificenergy.org/sites/default/files/11th%20Five-Year%20Plan%20%282006-2010%29%20for%20National%20Economic%20and%20Social%20Development%20%28EN%29.pdf
https://policy.asiapacificenergy.org/sites/default/files/11th%20Five-Year%20Plan%20%282006-2010%29%20for%20National%20Economic%20and%20Social%20Development%20%28EN%29.pdf
https://policy.asiapacificenergy.org/sites/default/files/11th%20Five-Year%20Plan%20%282006-2010%29%20for%20National%20Economic%20and%20Social%20Development%20%28EN%29.pdf
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The central idea was that to change relations between states you needed
to bypass formal diplomatic relations. Instead you encouraged direct
connections and exchanges between private persons in both political
communities. Official relations between governments would be
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such as organised letter writing and the circulation of knowledge by word
of mouth (not least on how to use the underground railroad). The most
extreme and dramatic example was when the iSecret Sixileading northern
activists funded and assisted John Brownis raid on the federal arsenal at
Harpertis Ferry and his failed project to spark off a slave uprising.

Although not always called that, this was also a strategy employed with
some success in the later stages of the Cold War. In the early 1980s,
anti-communist thinkers such as David Marsland and Roger Scruton
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