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Ottawa is one of Washington’s most trusted and respected international part-
ners. Members of the Biden administration naturally will look to Ottawa for 
counsel on how to contend with challenges posed by China, including on the 
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chael Kovrig and Michael Spavor. Beijing did not afford either of the Canadian 
citizens the same due process protections that Canadian authorities provided 
Ms. Meng. 

Since then, Canada-China relations have followed a downward trajectory that 
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erate the delivery of COVID-19 vaccines around the world; and coordination 
to support global economic recovery. Much of these efforts likely will occur 
under the umbrella of multilateral organizations of which the United States, 
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China’s public image in Canada has plummeted; the reverberations of its ac-
tions likely will influence Canadian policy decisions well into the future and 
in ways that challenge China’s strategic objectives. Canada’s once ambitious 
agenda for its relationship with China has been turned upside down. 

Now, there are growing calls for Canada’s China policy to be more reflective 
of the public frustration that China’s actions have engendered. Similarly, for 
the United States, this stalemate may present an obstacle to greater Canada-
US coordination on China-related issues, as Ottawa understandably may want 
to welcome their citizens home before assuming greater friction and risk in 
their approach to China. Ottawa’s ongoing reluctance to ban Huawei from 
the country’s 5G network illustrates this point.

Amidst these difficult dynamics, Canada-US relations remain strong. President 
Biden’s first call to a foreign leader after assuming office was to Prime Minister 
Trudeau. Both leaders identified significant overlapping interests and com-
monality in worldviews. Both leaders are focused on ensuring that their for-
eign policies support their citizens’ health, security, and job prospects. Both 
are committed to supporting racial justice and combatting climate change. 



7

the second is, that in doubtful cases, particularly where the 
national councils may be warped by some strong passion or 
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Endnotes
1	 The readout of the Biden-Trudeau phone call can be found here: https://

www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/01/22/read-
out-of-president-joe-biden-call-with-prime-minister-justin-trudeau-of-can-
ada/.

2	 See the Federalist Papers here: https://founders.archives.gov/documents/
Hamilton/01-04-02-0213.
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