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1. INTRODUCTION


https://www.politico.com/story/2016/06/full-transcript-trump-job-plan-speech-224891
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impact on economic activity. By January 20, 2021, actions under these laws had
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trading partner retaliation to US exports that arose in response to the Trump
administration’s own tariffs described below.) The Trump administration’s refusal





https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/10/09/donald-trump-now-has-the-excuse-he-needs-to-open-the-floodgates-of-protectionism/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/10/09/donald-trump-now-has-the-excuse-he-needs-to-open-the-floodgates-of-protectionism/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/02/06/chinas-latest-trade-maneuver-is-worrying-heres-the-story/
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3.2 The US-China Trade War Tariffs of 2018 and 2019

On March 22, President Trump announced that he was imposing tariffs on $60
billion of Chinese imports. That day, the USTR issued a 215-page report on its
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-09-12/trump-advisers-considering-interim-china-deal-to-delay-tariffs
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-09-12/trump-advisers-considering-interim-china-deal-to-delay-tariffs
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-10-11/u-s-china-said-to-reach-partial-deal-could-set-up-trade-truce-k1melw60
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-10-11/u-s-china-said-to-reach-partial-deal-could-set-up-trade-truce-k1melw60
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-china/china-strikes-back-at-u-s-with-new-tariffs-on-75-billion-in-goods-idUSKCN1VD1AJ
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Table 1 (continued)
Timeline of key US and Chinese tariff changes, 2018-21

Date Action

US raises Section 30! tariff from 10 percent to 25 percent on $200 billion of imports (List 3). Initially, the

June 1






https://www.wsj.com/articles/trumps-tariffs-leave-the-u-s-short-on-vital-medical-supplies-11584551602
https://www.wsj.com/articles/trumps-tariffs-leave-the-u-s-short-on-vital-medical-supplies-11584551602



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-27/supply-chain-latest-maker-of-purell-fails-in-tariff-relief-bid-k8a4wv8n?sref=ATN0rNv3
https://www.wsj.com/articles/gm-seeks-tariff-relief-for-ventilator-parts-11585947245
https://www.wsj.com/articles/gm-seeks-tariff-relief-for-ventilator-parts-11585947245
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https://piie.com/commentary/op-eds/trump-says-china-not-market-economy-thats-big-deal



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-06-16/not-with-a-bang-china-loses-landmark-wto-dispute-against-eu?sref=ATN0rNv3
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https://www.politico.com/tipsheets/morning-trade/2017/04/commerce-takes-unprecedented-step-in-trade-case-219738
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-china-agriculture/china-grants-duty-exemption-on-u-s-soybean-imports-sources-idUSKBN20T14U
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-china-agriculture/china-grants-duty-exemption-on-u-s-soybean-imports-sources-idUSKBN20T14U
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2020/01/25/the-costs-of-americas-lurch-towards-managed-trade
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2020/01/25/the-costs-of-americas-lurch-towards-managed-trade
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https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/the-presidents-2020-trade-policy-agenda
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/the-presidents-2020-trade-policy-agenda
https://www.c-span.org/video/?473090-1/us-trade-representative-2020-trade-policy-agenda
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https://www.annualreports.com/HostedData/AnnualReports/PDF/NASDAQ_TSLA_2019.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/10/02/tesla-getting-killed-in-china-because-of-tariffs-cars-60percent-more.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/10/02/tesla-getting-killed-in-china-because-of-tariffs-cars-60percent-more.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-06-13/bmw-s-production-shift-to-china-pays-off-with-jump-in-x3-sales
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-06-13/bmw-s-production-shift-to-china-pays-off-with-jump-in-x3-sales
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2018/04/10/chinese-auto-tariffs-xi-jinping/503470002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2018/04/10/chinese-auto-tariffs-xi-jinping/503470002/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-boeing-737max-cdb-leasing/chinas-cdb-financial-scraps-purchase-of-29-boeing-737-max-jets-idUSKBN222033
https://www.flightglobal.com/airframers/boeing-restarts-737-max-production/138571.article
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for national security reasons. Major Chinese buyers such as Huawei and SMIC


https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-china-details/china-to-buy-additional-32-billion-in-u-s-farm-goods-over-two-years-sign-deal-in-january-ustr-idUSKBN1YH26O
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-china-details/china-to-buy-additional-32-billion-in-u-s-farm-goods-over-two-years-sign-deal-in-january-ustr-idUSKBN1YH26O
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/agreements/phase%20one%20agreement/Economic_And_Trade_Agreement_Between_The_United_States_And_China_Text.pdf
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Figure 10
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/06/24/lobster-trade-bailout/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/06/24/lobster-trade-bailout/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-12/oil-chiefs-warned-trump-team-of-unrealistic-goals-in-china-deal?sref=ATN0rNv3
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-12/oil-chiefs-warned-trump-team-of-unrealistic-goals-in-china-deal?sref=ATN0rNv3
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-sets-export-controls-on-chinas-top-chip-maker-11601118353
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https://voxeu.org/article/extraordinary-rise-trade-policy-uncertainty
https://voxeu.org/article/extraordinary-rise-trade-policy-uncertainty
https://www.piie.com/commentary/testimonies/comments-proposed-modification-regulations-countervailing-duty-proceedings
https://www.piie.com/commentary/testimonies/comments-proposed-modification-regulations-countervailing-duty-proceedings
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-are-counterproductive-here
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-are-counterproductive-here
https://www.piie.com/publications/working-papers/2018-us-china-trade-conflict-after-40-years-special-protection
https://www.piie.com/publications/working-papers/2018-us-china-trade-conflict-after-40-years-special-protection
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-fall-2019-china-tariff-plan-five-things-you-need-know
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-fall-2019-china-tariff-plan-five-things-you-need-know
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-trade-policy-hampering-us-fight-against-covid-19
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-are-cascading-out-control
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-are-cascading-out-control
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/unappreciated-hazards-us-china-phase-one-deal
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https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/anatomy-flop-why-trumps-us-china-phase-one-trade-deal-fell
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/anatomy-flop-why-trumps-us-china-phase-one-trade-deal-fell
https://www.tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/118-ins-and-outs-of-the-us-china-phase-one-trade-deal/
https://www.tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/118-ins-and-outs-of-the-us-china-phase-one-trade-deal/
https://www.piie.com/publications/working-papers/why-trump-shot-sheriffs-end-wto-dispute-settlement-10
https://www.piie.com/publications/working-papers/why-trump-shot-sheriffs-end-wto-dispute-settlement-10
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trump-trade-war-china-date-guide
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-phase-one-deal-relies-chinas-state-owned-enterprises
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-phase-one-deal-relies-chinas-state-owned-enterprises
http://new-website-files.s3.amazonaws.com/Section-232-Tariffs-Codebook.pdf
http://new-website-files.s3.amazonaws.com/Section-232-Tariffs-Codebook.pdf
https://www.cpb.nl/en/worldtrademonitor
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https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/october/ustr-and-usda-release-report-agricultural-trade-between-united-states-and-china
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/october/ustr-and-usda-release-report-agricultural-trade-between-united-states-and-china
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https://www.usitc.gov/covid_19_related_goods_us_imports_and_tariffs_sign.htm
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Appendix table 2
Timeline of key policy developments in US-China trade war, 2017-21

Date Action
2017
January 20 Trump administration enters office.

January 23



https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-regarding-withdrawal-united-states-trans-pacific-partnership-negotiations-agreement/
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-signing-memorandum-regarding-investigation-pursuant-section-232b-trade-expansion-act/
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-secretary-commerce/
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2017/05/joint-release-initial-results-100-day-action-plan-us-china-comprehensive
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/06/01/2017-11013/crystalline-silicon-photovoltaic-cells-whether-or-not-partially-or-fully-assembled-into-other
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/06/13/2017-12160/large-residential-washers-institution-and-scheduling-of-safeguard-investigation-and-determination
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/08/24/2017-17931/initiation-of-section-301-investigation-hearing-and-request-for-public-comments-chinas-acts-policies
https://www.usitc.gov/press_room/news_release/2017/er0922ll832.htm
https://www.usitc.gov/press_room/news_release/2017/er1005ll841.htm
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/301Investigations/China%20Technology%20Transfer%20Hearing%20Transcript.pdf
https://www.usitc.gov/press_room/news_release/2017/er1031ll857.htm
https://www.usitc.gov/press_room/news_release/2017/er1121ll870.htm
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/january/president-trump-approves-relief-us
http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/b/c/201802/20180202708223.shtml
http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/b/c/201802/20180202708103.shtml
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/25/2018-01592/to-facilitate-positive-adjustment-to-competition-from-imports-of-certain-crystalline-silicon
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/25/2018-01604/to-facilitate-positive-adjustment-to-competition-from-imports-of-large-residential-washers
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2018/02/secretary-ross-releases-steel-and-aluminum-232-reports-coordination
https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/the_effect_of_imports_of_steel_on_the_national_security_-_with_redactions_-_20180111.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/the_effect_of_imports_of_aluminum_on_the_national_security_-_with_redactions_-_20180117.pdf
http://www.aparchive.com/metadata/youtube/4de1bae69869992f6b9423497fa7f270
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-standing-american-innovation/
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/Section%20301%20FINAL.PDF
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-2/
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states-2/
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds542_e.htm
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201804/t20180401_2857769.htm
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Appendix table 2 continued
Timeline of key policy developments in US-China trade war, 2017-21

Date Action

US announces list of Chinese products worth $50 billion on which it will impose Section 301 tariffs of 25

April 3 percent.

April 4 China announces list of US products worth $50 billion on which it will impose tariffs of 25 percent in



https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/april/under-section-301-action-ustr
http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/b/c/201804/20180402728516.shtml
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds543_e.htm
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/statement-president-donald-j-trump-additional-proposed-section-301-remedies/
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds544_e.htm
http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/b/c/201804/20180402733178.shtml
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201804/t20180423_2874913.htm
https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/enforcement/section-301-investigations/record-section-301-investigation/section-301
http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/b/c/201805/20180502745342.shtml
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/statement-steps-protect-domestic-technology-intellectual-property-chinas-discriminatory-burdensome-trade-practices/
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-4/
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states-4/
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/june/ustr-issues-tariffs-chinese-products
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201806/t20180616_2930325.htm
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/statement-president-regarding-trade-china-2/
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201712/t20171215_2777552.htm
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/06/20/2018-13248/notice-of-action-and-request-for-public-comment-concerning-proposed-determination-of-action-pursuant
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201806/t20180616_2930325.htm
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/301/2018-0026%20China%20FRN%207-10-2018_0.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds558_e.htm
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/07/20/cnbc-transcript-president-donald-trump-sits-down-with-cnbcs-joe-kern.html
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2018/07/24/usda-assists-farmers-impacted-unjustified-retaliation
https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/enforcement/section-301-investigations/record-section-301-investigation/section-301
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/august/statement-us-trade-representative
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http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201808/t20180803_2980949.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds562_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds563_e.htm
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/08/15/2018-17703/adjusting-imports-of-steel-into-the-united-states
https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/enforcement/section-301-investigations/record-section-301-investigation/section-301
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/08/16/2018-17709/notice-of-action-pursuant-to-section-301-chinas-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to-technology
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201808/t20180808_2983770.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds565_e.htm
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/statement-from-the-president-4/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/21/2018-20610/notice-of-modification-of-section-301-action-chinas-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201809/t20180930_3033432.htm
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/301Investigations/301%20Report%20Update.pdf
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/statement-press-secretary-regarding-presidents-working-dinner-china/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/12/28/2018-28277/notice-of-product-exclusions-chinas-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to-technology-transfer
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201812/t20181214_3093439.htm
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/gzdt/zhengcefabu/201812/t20181221_3101662.htm
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/25/2018-01592/to-facilitate-positive-adjustment-to-competition-from-imports-of-certain-crystalline-silicon
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/25/2018-01604/to-facilitate-positive-adjustment-to-competition-from-imports-of-large-residential-washers
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-china-idUKKCN1QD0L0
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-usa-trade-china-idUKKCN1SB0LR
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/09/2019-09681/notice-of-modification-of-section-301-action-chinas-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/15/2019-09990/implementing-modification-to-section-301-action-chinas-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/17/2019-10191/request-for-comments-concerning-proposed-modification-of-action-pursuant-to-section-301-chinas-acts



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/23/2019-11002/adjusting-imports-of-steel-into-the-united-states
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/21/2019-10759/adjusting-imports-of-steel-into-the-united-states
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2019/05/23/usda-announces-support-farmers-impacted-unjustified-retaliation-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/15/2019-09990/implementing-modification-to-section-301-action-chinas-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to
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