Furthermore, Biden will restrict —but not ban—
frackingl

issue on the American political agenda. Even
before widespread awareness of the role of
carbon emissions,Republican President Richard
Nixon passed key legislation to protect the envi-
ronment in the 1970, including the improvement
of the Clean Air Act and the creation of key agen-
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3 = Ambition and pragmatism: towards
a common agenda for EU-US climate
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Joint action by the US and the EU on climate
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Despite positive political posturing in Europe,
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Conclusion

President-elect Biden will not have free rein to
implement his climate action program. In addi-
tion to judicial barriers, Democrats will most
likely not control the US Senate. And with Demo-
crats holding only a slim majority in the House of
Representatives, and midterm elections usually
swinging against the president's party, Republi-
cans may retake the House in 2022. With so much
uncertainty on the horizon, the next two years are
therefore crucial to accomplish climate goals.
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