
Antony Blinken, is an avowed Atlanticist and pro-
ponent of multilateral institutions. As part of a 
more multilateralist agenda, Biden has stressed 
that combating climate change will be one of 
his main priorities. He pledged to rejoin the 2015 
Paris Climate Agreement, has proposed a $2 tril-
lion climate plan to make the US climate neutral 
by 2050, and appointed former Secretary of State 
John Kerry as his Special Presidential for Climate
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Furthermore, Biden will restrict –but not ban– 
fracking1
issue on the American political agenda. Even 
before widespread awareness of the role of 
carbon emissions, Republican President Richard 
Nixon passed key legislation to protect the envi-
ronment in the 1970, including the improvement 
of the Clean Air Act  and the creation of key agen-
cies: the US Environmental Protection Agency 
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political debate in the late 1970s. The 1979 
Charney Report played a key role in providing US 
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3 ▪ Ambition and pragmatism: towards 
a common agenda for EU-US climate 
action

Joint action by the US and the EU on climate 
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Despite positive political posturing in Europe, 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1602695747015&uri=COM:2020:953:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1602695747015&uri=COM:2020:953:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1602695747015&uri=COM:2020:953:FIN
https://twitter.com/ThPellerin/status/1316389835402293248
https://twitter.com/ThPellerin/status/1316389835402293248
https://twitter.com/ThPellerin/status/1316389835402293248
https://twitter.com/ThPellerin/status/1316389835402293248
https://institutdelors.eu/en/publications/invest-in-the-clean-energy-future-we-want-ten-recommendations-to-accelerate-competitive-clean-energy-innovation-with-horizon-europe/
https://www.energypolicy.columbia.edu/energizingamerica
http://mission-innovation.net/about-mi/overview/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2279
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2279
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2018.156.01.0075.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32012L0027
https://www.energystar.gov/?s=mega
https://buyclean.org/buy-clean-california/
https://buyclean.org/buy-clean-california/
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2015/01/climate-change-methane-obama-criticism/
https://www.oxfordenergy.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Methane-Emissions-from-Natural-Gas-and-LNG-Imports-an-increasingly-urgent-issue-for-the-future-of-gas-in-Europe-NG-165.pdf
https://www.oxfordenergy.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Methane-Emissions-from-Natural-Gas-and-LNG-Imports-an-increasingly-urgent-issue-for-the-future-of-gas-in-Europe-NG-165.pdf
https://www.oxfordenergy.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Methane-Emissions-from-Natural-Gas-and-LNG-Imports-an-increasingly-urgent-issue-for-the-future-of-gas-in-Europe-NG-165.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/08/26/coal-mining-electricity-climate-change/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/coal-mining-underway-in-assam-elephant-reserve-before-wildlife-board-clearance-rti-query/story-95YaVdGpEVKjEbxkriI1UM.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/coal-mining-underway-in-assam-elephant-reserve-before-wildlife-board-clearance-rti-query/story-95YaVdGpEVKjEbxkriI1UM.html


Managing Editor: Sébastien 
Maillard ▪ The document may be 
reproduced in part or in full on the 
dual condition that its meaning is 
not distorted and that the source is 
mentioned ▪ The views expressed 
are those of the author(s) and 
do not necessarily reflect those 
of the publisher ▪  The Jacques 
Delors Institute cannot be held 
responsible for the use which any 
third party may make of the doc

Conclusion ▪

President-elect Biden will not have free rein to 
implement his climate action program. In addi-
tion to judicial barriers, Democrats will most 
likely not control the US Senate. And with Demo-
crats holding only a slim majority in the House of 
Representatives, and midterm elections usually 
swinging against the president’s party, Republi-
cans may retake the House in 2022. With so much 
uncertainty on the horizon,  the next two years are 
therefore crucial to accomplish climate goals. 

https://www.brookings.edu/2019/03/22/where-does-u-s-climate-policy-stand-in-2019/
https://www.brookings.edu/2019/03/22/where-does-u-s-climate-policy-stand-in-2019/
http://www.globalcarbonatlas.org/en/content/welcome-carbon-atlas
https://e2.org/reports/clean-jobs-better-jobs/
https://e2.org/reports/clean-jobs-better-jobs/
https://www.nrdc.org/media/2019/190718
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/news/energy_and_environment/will-a-biden-presidency-mean-a-just-transition-for-wv-energy-or-just-a-nonstarter/article_b8f14dca-7851-53aa-8ea1-ed83ecdb1639.html
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/news/energy_and_environment/will-a-biden-presidency-mean-a-just-transition-for-wv-energy-or-just-a-nonstarter/article_b8f14dca-7851-53aa-8ea1-ed83ecdb1639.html
https://institutdelors.eu/en/publications/just-energy-transition-a-reality-test-in-europes-coal-regions/
https://www.delorscentre.eu/en/publications/detail/publication/building-eu-green-bonds-that-deserve-their-name
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0953&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0953&from=EN
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/21426920/climate-change-renewable-energy-solar-wind-innovation-green-new-deal
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10961-011-9223-x.pdf
https://www.capgemini.com/resources/investments-in-next-generation-clean-technologies/?utm_source=pr&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=none_none_link_pressrelease_none&utm_campaign=other_energy_ventures
https://www.capgemini.com/resources/investments-in-next-generation-clean-technologies/?utm_source=pr&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=none_none_link_pressrelease_none&utm_campaign=other_energy_ventures
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/news/energy/2016/01/150115-coal-lease-pause-federal-land-interior/
https://www.wwf.fr/sites/default/files/doc-2017-09/1605_rapport_swept_under_the_rug.pdf

	_GoBack

