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data on area, production volume and producers for 14 major standard-setting organizations1 focusing on 
eight commodities and forestry. 
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VSS continue to play an important role in enabling the shift of agricultural supply chains towards more 
sustainable and resilient ones. This will require more transparency and traceability of goods through the 
value chain, lowering the vulnerability of supply chains to shocks and stresses, and the transition towards 
environmental recovery and regeneration.

As in previous years, the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) funded the global survey on 
sustainability standards. The Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL), the International Institute of 
Sustainable Development (IISD) and the International Trade Centre (ITC) jointly produced this report, building 
on their complementary and in-depth expertise on sustainability standards. The data presented here cover 
the year 2018, where available, as well as earlier years. 

Featured crops and standards
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Figure 2: Almost 75% of agricultural certification is organic

Source: FiBL-ITC-SSI survey, 2020.
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Cotton 
)RXU� RI� WKH� ��� VWDQGDUGV� FRYHUHG� LQ� WKLV� UHSRUW� FHUWLÀHG� WKH� SURGXFWLRQ� RI� FRWWRQ�� QDPHO\� BCI, CmiA, 
Fairtrade International and organic
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THE SELECTED SUSTAINABILITY STANDARDS

This chapter examines the selected sustainability standards on an aggregate level, taking into account the 
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PRODUCTION TRENDS FOR CERTIFIED PRODUCTS

Demand for agricultural products that comply with a voluntary sustainability standard has increased, 
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market in 2017. Retail demand for such products is also rising in countries such as the United States, the 
United Kingdom and Germany.

However, studies reveal that consumption of VSS-compliant soybeans is not growing as fast as supply, 
and evidence suggests that they are not being sold as such (Voora et al., 2020e). This mismatch between 
VSS-compliant production and sales limits the current market uptake and could restrict the market growth 
potential of VSS-compliant soybeans. 
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How to encourage consumption of sustainable goods?

The growth in demand for VSS-compliant agricultural commodities in most of the sectors examined in this 
report is promising. But it also highlights the challenges ahead. 

Some markets, such as cocoa, cotton and palm oil, have registered double-digit demand growth. Europe 
and North America continue to drive demand for more VSS-compliant products, accounting for around 10% 
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FOREST STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
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List of indicators

The sustainability standards that were surveyed for this report were asked to provide data on the following 
indicators: 
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Structure of the State of Sustainable Markets 2020 Dashboard

Each focus area has two levels of analysis. 
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Table 9: Estimated production volume ranges by agricultural product, 2018
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