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•	� Social sustainability is also more relevant in countries 

with high levels of globalization. However, this 

correlation is not causative since a higher globalization 

dynamic does not coincide with a higher growth rate in 

the social sustainability index. In contrast, the extent 

of environmental sustainability does not correlate 

with the level of globalization. Globalization-induced 

income gains do not appear to be used to promote 

environmental sustainability. 

•	� The strongest dependence on foreign trade can be 

found in small European countries such as Luxembourg, 
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1	 Introduction

index as an indicator of the decline in economic 

performance due to global crisis. 

On top of this, well-structured fact sheets are provided for 

each of the 45 countries, summarizing the key findings of 

the Globalization Report for the individual countries at a 

glance. 1

1	 The fact sheets use approximations to improve clarity and 
plausibility.
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Among the larger European countries, the United Kingdom 

makes place 6. Note that the country was still an EU 

member in 2018, the current end of the analysis period. 

France, Germany, Spain, and Italy follow on the middle 

ranks. The United States ranks 25th, just behind this group 

of countries. The two East Asian countries of Japan and 

South Korea occupy ranks 33 and 36, respectively. This 

makes them the last among the group of highly developed 

economies. The major emerging markets, China, Nigeria, 

Brazil, Argentina, and India, show the least level of 

international integration.

The overall index of globalization contains the three 

economy (weighting: 60 percent), social and political 
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Who benefits the most from globalization?

In addition to the technical aspect of standardizing all 
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Who benefits the most from globalization?

gk corresponds to the historically present growth rate of the 

gross domestic product in percent, POP t to the population in 

year t and GI corresp51.3246jOP3Tj
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fits gmnalization index, but also to considerable growth rates 9of  thegross domestic product per capita, which are unique 9at leasst or  theperiod and countries under consideration.9	
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Excursus: dependence on foreign trade
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Country fact sheets
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restrictions”, includes indicators that reflect restrictions 

for free transfers of goods and financial transfers. 

Transaction restrictions suggest a less globalized country. 

Both the social and the political aspects of globalization are 

reflected in the respective sub-indices of the KOF Index of 

Globalization.



76

Annex

political components at 20 percent each. This deliberate 

decision reflects the idea that the economic indicators of 

globalization are most essential for a country’s economic 

development. The disproportionately high weighting of the 

economic component must, therefore, always be considered 

in the context of the objectives of this study. It does not 

significance of the individual components for globalization.

Some of the time series used have gaps. Missing data points 

are supplemented: Gaps within time series are interpolated 
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Annex

5.2	 Additional tables
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Figures

FIGURE 1	�� Globalization over time 
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