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by governments in the context of COVID -19 are  available on th
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names that are used to identify pharmaceutical substances and ingredients. A balanced copyright 
system that 
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Box 1 : Examples of voluntary collaborative efforts  

Permissive licen ces to allow open access to design files and software for ventilators and transfer 
of know- how  
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have declared a national emergency in the context of the COVID -19 pandemic. For example, the 
patent law in New Zealand includes national emergency as ground s for t he issuance of a government 
use licen ce.  On 25 March 2020, New Zealand declared a nationwide state of emergency.  

Special compulsory licensing for export  

First introduced in 2003 by means of a waiver decision and now permanently incorporated in Article 
31 bis  of the amended TRIPS Agreement, the Special Compulsory Licensing System  has been 
conceived to facilitate access to  affordable  medicines for countries that rely on import of medicines  
to deal with a public health problem . For this purpose, it removes  the condition  in Article 31(f) that 
a compulsory licence  be predominantly used 
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Policy options and flexibilities regarding other IPRs  
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instruments in WTO members. While these are diverse in character, they typically allow for 
exceptions to protect the public interest.  

5    TRANSPARENCY  

Transparency of m(a)4.3 (s)2.7 uees. 
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In Greece


