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Foreword

For more than 25 years, the Department of Labor’s 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs (ILAB) has 
conducted research and reporting to inform U.S. 
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Asking the Right 
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Child labour, boy producing soft toys and carpets 
from alpaca fur in a small family business.  

Pachamac, Lima, Peru. March 14, 2011.
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Child at work in tea fields.  
Rwanda. October 16, 2015. 



9

Challenges Ahead
The shortage of data sets, as well as gaps in existing 
ones, hinder efforts to accurately estimate the scale 
of child labor and forced labor in global supply 
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to develop robust social compliance systems for 
their global production.  Comply Chain provides 
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Technical Assistance – 
Lending a Helping Hand 
as a Partner
ILAB leads not just as a knowledge generator on these 
issues, but also in the design and funding of innovative 
technical assistance projects to combat labor abuses 
in global supply chains.  ILAB’s projects in this focus 
area include program activities that not only touch 
upon aspects of traceability, but also certification 
and accreditation models, inspections, and even 
monitoring and remediation.  These projects succeed 
through collaborative efforts to address the root 
causes of child labor and forced labor and to create 
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take appropriate action against employees, agents, 
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Clarisse Kambire, 13, and fellow laborers deliver baskets 
of hand-picked organic cotton to her farmer’s store house. 

Benvar, Burkina Faso. November 10, 2011.





19





21



22

2020 LIST OF GOODS PRODUCED BY CHILD LABOR OR FORCED LABOR



23



24



Number of Goods Produced Globally by Production Sector,  
Disaggregated by Child Labor and Forced Labor

Agriculture

Manufacturing

Mining/Quarrying

Pornography

Goods with the Most Child Labor Listings by Number of Countries

Goods with the Most Forced Labor Listings by Number of Countries

Gold Cattle FishSugarcane

Child Labor      Forced Labor

68 29
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Figure 5
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Madagascar Mica
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As part of ILAB’s technical assistance work, we intend 
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Nevin Omae, 12, working in a sewing workshop. Turkey. 2015.
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Figure 11

Comply Chain: ILAB’s Supply Chain Tool
ILAB’s mobile application Comply Chain: Business Tools for Labor Compliance in Global Supply Chains is a free 
resource to assist companies and industry groups seeking to develop voluntary social compliance systems to 
mitigate child labor and forced labor risks in their global production.  Comply Chain provides a practical, step-
by-step guide on critical elements of social compliance, and is designed for companies that do not have a 
social compliance system in place or that need to strengthen their existing systems.  ILAB’s latest release of 
Comply Chain includes more than 50 up-to-date examples from business associations, companies, and multi-
stakeholder organizations, including international organizations, partnerships, and standard-setting groups.  
Additionally, the reader can dig deeper into the latest legal developments in this fast-changing field, as well as 
learn more about key topics such as responsible recruitment, worker voice, and strengthening existing reporting.

of the problem, and because of that, we applaud 
governments that take the bold step to measure the 
labor injustices within their borders, such as the 
Governments of Colombia and Mexico, each of which 
released the results of national surveys on labor and 
working conditions, including child labor.  Read more 
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The process that brings a raw good along a supply chain and into a consumer’s home is complex and varies widely, even for goods 
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regulations on child labor in agriculture than the FLSA.  
In these states, the minimum age for employment 
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Two girls sharing a bench at school.  
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Damon Wamara receiving 
the 2020 Iqbal Masih Award.
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CATEGORICAL WORST FORMS OF  
EJKNF¡NCDQT

For this report, the term “categorical worst forms of 
child labor” refers to child labor understood as the 
worst forms of child labor per se under Article 3(a)–(c) 
of ILO C. 182.  This category does not include the worst 
forms of child labor identified under Article 3(d) as 
“hazardous work.”  See also ILO C. 182, Worst Forms of 
Child Labor, 1999. (65)

HAZARDOUS WORK

The term “hazardous work” refers to the worst form of 
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2.	 Australian Strategic Policy Institute.  Uyghurs for 
Sale.  March 1, 2020.  https://www.aspi.org.au/
report/uyghurs-sale.
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4.	 Congressional-Executive Commission on China.  
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international product line.  Terre des Hommes/
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1.	 Mexican National Institute of Geography 
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Ocupación y Empleo, Módulo de Trabajo Infantil 
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Research Focus
The research methodology used to compile the 
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Appendix 6 

TVPRA Procedural Guidelines
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In evaluating information, the Office will consider and 
weigh several factors, including:

1.	 Nature of information.  Whether the information 
about child labor or forced labor gathered from 
research, public submissions, hearing testimony, or 
other sources is relevant and probative, and meets 
the definitions of child labor or forced labor.

2.	 Date of information.  Whether the information 
about child labor or forced labor in the production 
of the good(s) is no more than 7 years old at the time 
of receipt.  More current information will generally 
be given priority, and information older than 7 years 
will generally not be considered.

3.	 Source of information.  Whether the information, 
either from primary or secondary sources, is from 
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or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely 
to harm the health, safety, or morals of children.  The 



87

1.	 ILO. Global Estimates of Child Labour: Results and Trends 2012-2016. 
2017. https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_575499.pdf.

2.	 —. The Rana Plaza Accident and its Aftermath. Accessed July 8, 2020. 
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/geip/WCMS_614394/lang--en/index.
htm.

3.	 Glass Clothing. A History of Nike’s Changing Attitude to Sweatshops. 
July 2, 2018. https://glassclothing.com/a-history-of-nikes-changing-
attitude-to-sweatshops/.

4.	 Thomas, Dana. Fashionopolis: The Price of Fast Fashion and the 
Future of Clothes. September 5, 2019. Source on file.

5.	 ILO. Ending child labour, forced labour, and human trafficking in 
global supply chains. November 12, 2019. https://www.ilo.org/ipec/
Informationresources/WCMS_716930/lang--en/index.htm.

6.	 Chopra, S. & Fisher, David. The Big Five: Five Simple Things You Can 



88

2020 LIST OF GOODS PRODUCED BY CHILD LABOR OR FORCED LABOR

31. 	



89

63.	 —. Resolution to amend tg6 71 675.3</O /Layout >>BDC 
0 0 0 1 k
/GS0 gs
/TT0 1 Tf
0.07rayout >CLS  /Layout >>BDC 
0concernion statistics 





91







Access our Sweat & Toil mobile app, containing this and other 
USDOL reports on international child labor and forced labor:
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