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commodities. However, a large number of VSS in a 
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Table 2





Scaling 

Up 

Voluntary 

Sustainability 

Standards 

Through 

Sustainable 

Public 

Procurement 

and 

Trade 

Policy

14





Scaling 

Up 

Voluntary 

Sustainability 

Standards 

Through 

Sustainable 

Public 

Procurement 

and 

Trade 

Policy

16

Source:
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CHAPTER 2
DRIVERS FOR ADOPTION: SUSTAINABLE 
PUBLIC PROCUREMENT
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The political decisions on if and how to implement SPP are based on the multilevel regulatory framework 
for public procurement (Stoffel, 2020). Over the last 30 years regulations by supra- and international 
institutions slowly gained importance in answering the question if and how SPP can be put into practice. 
In many countries, public procurement, including the use of VSS, has stopped being solely dependent 
on national regulations. The Government Procurement Agreement (GPA) of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) has often been viewed as a hindrance to considering sustainability criteria in public procurement. 
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procedural requirements. Once a VSS is recognized 
by the Commission, that recognition is valid for �ve 
years unless the Commission decides to repeal it in 
case a scheme fails to comply with the agreed set of 
rules. After �ve years, an extension of the recognition 
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OVER-CERTIFICATION
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Conclusions
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