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Participate in trade �nance Do not participate in trade �nance Difference
DFI Support (Yes or No) 90.99 90893 90106***(90000) (90015) (900333)

Foreign Participation (Yes or No) 90864 90795 90069***(90011) (90013) (90016)
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As banks reported information on the share 
of trade �nance (off- and on-balance sheet) 



5.1 Importance of trade �nance to banks’ earnings  

Trade �nance remains a lucrative endeavor for 
commercial banks but its contribution to banks’ 
earnings has decreased from levels experienced 
in 2011–12. Between 2015 to 2019, trade �nance 
activities contributed an average of 10% to total 
bank income, down from 15% in 2014. This could 
partly be the result of increased competition and 
higher transaction costs for banks. But trade 
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6.2 Size of unmet trade �nance demand in Africa   

We provide a conservative estimate of the trade 
�nance gap in Africa for the past nine years and 
across sub-regions.  We pause to note that this 
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