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Message from the President

In late 2019, we began looking forward to what was expected to be a pivotal year for the European Chamber. In 

addition to celebrating the 20th anniversary of the founding of the Chamber, with festivities arranged throughout 

the year to commemorate how far our organisation has come, we also expected 2020 to be a golden year for 
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that is sufficiently robust and produces investment reciprocity would prove to other economic partners that 

engagement, even after seven years and 30+ rounds of negotiations, delivers results.

Closing the gulfs between rhetoric and reality, market potential and market access, and the positive progress 
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The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China (European Chamber) was 

founded in 2000 by 51 member companies that shared a goal of establishing a) was 
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wider to foreign investors.
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The EU-China 'decoupli ng story'  

International coverage of China in 2020 has been dominated by two stories: the COVID-19 outbreak and 
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as an “economic competitor” and a “systemic rival”.10 A toolbox is now under development, including an 
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against China.24 A worst-case scenario would be a continuation of this approach, leading to increased 
tensions and causing politicians to disengage from China. 

The politicisation of business 

�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �&�K�D�P�E�H�U�¶�V�� �%�&�6�� ������������ ������ �S�H�U�� �F�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W��
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and it has the potential to follow the trends of other economic miracles predating its own. Although it is 
commonly stated in China that its rapid rise over the last forty years is somehow unique,36 the European 
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�5�H�W�X�U�Q���À�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q���G�L�V�D�U�U�D�\
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comparison, Japan has 1.66 million foreign workers, just over 1.3 per cent of its total population,67 while 
�6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D���K�D�V�������������������I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�����M�X�V�W���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���Q�X�P�E�H�U���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D�������D�U�R�X�Q�G�����������S�H�U���F�H�Q�W���R�I��
its total population.68  

�(�Y�H�Q���6�K�D�Q�J�K�D�L�����0�D�L�Q�O�D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D�¶�V���µ�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�L�W�\�¶�����K�R�O�G�V���M�X�V�W���R�Y�H�U�������������������I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�����D���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I��
the country’s total, which is well under one per cent of the city’s 24 million residents.69  
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Growth (
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recommendation in China 2030: Building a Modern, Harmonious, and Creative Society, a report jointly 
produced by the Development Research Council and the World Bank.96
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observed at Chinese chemical plants. The March 2019 explosion was a result of the plant neglecting 
to follow rules regarding product safety.103 The fact that this was still possible after the government 
inspection campaign that started after the devastating Tianjin chemical plant explosion in 2015, 
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if deprived of American inputs in these areas. 
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�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���� �7�R�� �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�� �G�H�F�R�X�S�O�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �8�6�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �D�U�H�D���� �&�K�L�Q�D�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �E�U�L�Q�J�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V��
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