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Abstract 

The world and regional economies have been hit hard by the COVID-19 crisis. The 

combined effects of the pandemic and global and national lockdowns
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1. Introduction 

 

The world economy has been hit hard by the Coronavirus (COVID-19)-driven global 

crisis. The combined effects of the pandemic and the global and national lockdowns
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cases and 20,642 deaths. Bhutan is the only country to have no deaths from 

Coronavirus as of 
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Figure 2. Export-Import Index 
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2020. While some of these measures may be necessary to contain COVID-19, they 
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4.2 
Air, rail and road transport was suspended. While transport services through all modes (Air, Road 
and Rail) were exempted from suspension to ensure smooth flow of supply chain of Essential Items 
during National Lockdown to fight COVID-19. 

4.3 

Special permission for transporting cargo (such as medical equipment, pharmaceuticals and 
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3.3 Trade Finance Facilitation 

The Government of India (GOI) and RBI have announced COVID-19 regulatory 

package for mitigating the burden of debt servicing and to ensure continuity of viable 
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4. Case Study on Sri Lanka on Trade Facilitation 

 

4.1 Measures Undertaken by Sri Lankan Customs 
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groups, where one such group 
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Sri Lankan port authority,  two private terminal handlers and Air Cargo Authorities 
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2.2 
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Table 8. Afghanistan's Policy Measures during COVID-19 Pandemic* 

1 
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Table 10. Bhutan's Policy Measures during COVID-19 Pandemic* 

1 Digital Trade Facilitation 
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Table 15. Turkey's Policy Measures during COVID-
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5.4 Export restrictions on ventilators and other COVID medical equipment. 

5.5 Turkey has introduced import authorization for COVID-19 testing kits. 

5.6 
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Box 2: Trade Facilitation - Breaking the Status Quo 

x 





 
 

41 
 



 
 

42 
 

First, the responses to the COVID-19 pandemic suggest a greater scope of regional 

cooperation among the countries in the sub-region, especially in a 
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Box 3: Major Takeaways 
 

x SSWA countries have achieved remarkable progress in trade facilitation during 
COVID-19; 

x 
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