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also hosted the Global Review of Aid 
for Trade, a WTO-led initiative aimed 
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Domestic support
Domestic support continued to be the priority 











Trade and development

Ambassador François Xavier Ngarambe (Rwanda) 



Trade and environment

• The Chair held bilateral consultations with delegations. WTO members reiterated the 
importance of discussing trade and environment issues but made no new negotiating 
proposals.

• The WTO Secretariat organized two training sessions for least-developed countries (LDCs) 
on environment and trade issues.

The Chair of the special session of the Committee 
on Trade and Environment, Ambassador Leopold 
Samba (Central African Republic), held bilateral 
consultations with delegations on the state of 
play in negotiations on trade and environmental 





The appointment of four facilitators at the end 
of 2018 – one for each of the main topics 
above – together with the chair’s own work, 











Investment facil itat ion for development

Discussions on investment facilitation for 
development, launched by 70 WTO members at 
the 11th





There was also a call to members to submit 
MSME-related information in their Trade Policy 







A workshop on “Women in Digital Trade” was 















Spotl ight :

International Forum on Food Safety and Trade



Tackling food safety risks 

The Forum also looked at opportunities and 



Trade in goods

• 











Figure 2: 













Specific trade concerns
In 2019, delegations discussed 185 specific trade 



Figure 7: 





Anti-dumping practices



At its spring and autumn meetings, the Committee 
reviewed semi-annual reports for the second 
half of 2018 submitted by 43 WTO members 
and semi-annual reports for the first half of 2019 
submitted by 44 members. Committee Chair 
Lenka Sustrova (Czech Republic) noted that a 
number of WTO members had failed to submit 
semi-annual reports for the first half of 2019.

At its spring and autumn meetings, the Committee 
also reviewed ad hoc notifications of preliminary 









• The Committee reviewed 43 notifications from WTO members under the Agreement on 





• 





• The Working Party reviewed new and full notifications by 15 WTO members.

• 





















Trade and environment

• In November, WTO members held dedicated discussions at the Committee on Trade and 
Environment and at side-events – in what was dubbed “Environment Week” – on plastics 
pollution and trade’s potential role in facilitating the “circular economy”.

• New Zealand presented a proposal for an Agreement on Climate Change, Trade and 
Sustainability. The initiative was launched with Norway, Iceland, Costa Rica and Fiji; 







Trade and transfer of technology

• The Working Group continued examining the relationship between trade and  





WTO members continued to discuss the issue 
of non-notified RTAs and urged the members 
concerned to notify their RTAs to the WTO in a 
timely manner. The number of RTAs not notified 
stood at 81 as of 25 October 2019, up from 79 on 
12 November 2018. The WTO Secretariat issues 
a list of RTAs in force but not notified before each 
meeting of the Committee on Regional Trade 
Agreements. In 2019, nine RTAs on the list were 
subsequently notified to the WTO compared with 
only one in 2018. 











Panellists noted that the TPRM is a huge source 
of information and has become one of the 
main channels WTO members use to promote 
accountability, predictability and transparency in 
the multilateral trading system. The Trade Policy 
Reviews shed light on members’ trade policies 
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Figure 3: Average of monthly active 
proceedings, 1995-2019
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Figure 5: Number of Appellate Body reports circulated, 1995 to 2019*

* 



Finally, Mr Bhatia stressed that the crisis of the 
Appellate Body is the crisis of trade multilateralism. 
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Trade and development









Aid for Trade

The WTO hosted the 2019 Aid for Trade Global 
Review in July (see page 134). The event  
drew some 1,500 participants to 84 sessions 
and facilitated high-level dialogue on trade and 
development issues. There was a particular  
focus on Aid for Trade’s role in supporting 
economic diversification, the empowerment  
of women and youth. 



Figure 3: Aid for Trade disbursements by continent (in US$ billion, 2017 prices)

Source: OECD-CRS, Creditor Reporting System
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Public Forum 2019







The WTO also contributed to G20 trade 
discussions in meetings of G20 sherpas, the 
G20 Working Group on Trade and Investment 
and G20 agriculture ministers. It also continued 
to monitor food crop policies under the G20 
Agriculture Market Information System initiative 
(G20-AMIS), which aims to increase transparency 
in international commodity markets and improve 
policy coordination.



OECD
DG Azevêdo told the OECD Ministerial Council 
in May that the WTO has seen growing interest 



Contact with the media

With trade tensions making headlines, the WTO 
media team was kept busy addressing increasing 
demand from journalists for information about 
the WTO’s work and its role in safeguarding the 
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