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also hosted the Global Review of Aid 
for Trade, a WTO-led initiative aimed 
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Trade negotiations
The WTO agreements cover goods, services 
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Pascal Lamy (France) becomes WTO 
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Under the theme “Trading Forward: Adapting to a Changing 







Joining the WTO







A series of activities took place under the “Trade 
for Peace” initiative, which aims to harness 











Trade negotiat ions and discussions in 2019





Agriculture



Domestic support
Domestic support continued to be the priority 









Trade-related aspects of intel lectual 



Trade and development

Ambassador François Xavier Ngarambe (Rwanda) 
was elected Chair of the Special Session of the 
Committee on Trade and Development in April. 



Trade and environment

•	 The Chair held bilateral consultations with delegations. WTO members reiterated the 
importance of discussing trade and environment issues but made no new negotiating 
proposals.

•	 The WTO Secretariat organized two training sessions for least-developed countries (LDCs) 
on environment and trade issues.

The Chair of the special session of the Committee 
on Trade and Environment, Ambassador Leopold 
Samba (Central African Republic), held bilateral 
consultations with delegations on the state of 
play in negotiations on trade and environmental 





The appointment of four facilitators at the end 
of 2018 – one for each of the main topics 
above – together with the chair’s own work, 
helped intensify activity during 2019. The basis 











Investment facil itat ion for development

Discussions on investment facilitation for 
development, launched by 70 WTO members at 
the 11th





There was also a call to members to submit 
MSME-related information in their Trade Policy 







A workshop on “Women in Digital Trade” was 
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Moratorium on TRIPS non violation 





Spotl ight :

International Forum on Food Safety and Trade



Tackling food safety risks 

The Forum also looked at opportunities and 
challenges in food safety management from the 



Trade in goods
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Market access
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Agriculture
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Figure 2: 
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Specific trade concerns
In 2019, delegations discussed 185 specific trade 
concerns (STCs) regarding draft or adopted TBT 



Figure 7: 



Subsidies and countervail ing measures



Anti-dumping practices



At its spring and autumn meetings, the Committee 
reviewed semi-annual reports for the second 
half of 2018 submitted by 43 WTO members 
and semi-annual reports for the first half of 2019 
submitted by 44 members. Committee Chair 
Lenka Sustrova (Czech Republic) noted that a 
number of WTO members had failed to submit 
semi-annual reports for the first half of 2019.

At its spring and autumn meetings, the Committee 
also reviewed ad hoc notifications of preliminary 
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The work programme on harmonization of  



•	 The Committee reviewed 43 notifications from WTO members under the Agreement on 
Import Licensing Procedures, down from 77 in 2018.

•	 WTO members advanced work on a new import licensing website and shared experiences 



Safeguards
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•	





•	 The Working Party reviewed new and full notifications by 15 WTO members.

•	 Compliance with notification obligations remained poor.
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Trade facil itat ion
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Other issues addressed by  
the Council









Trade and environment

•	 In November, WTO members held dedicated discussions at the Committee on Trade and 
Environment and at side-events – in what was dubbed “Environment Week” – on plastics 
pollution and trade’s potential role in facilitating the “circular economy”.

•	 New Zealand presented a proposal for an Agreement on Climate Change, Trade and 
Sustainability. The initiative was launched with Norway, Iceland, Costa Rica and Fiji; 





Responding to natural disasters



Trade and transfer of technology

•	 The Working Group continued examining the relationship between trade and  





WTO members continued to discuss the issue 
of non-notified RTAs and urged the members 
concerned to notify their RTAs to the WTO in a 
timely manner. The number of RTAs not notified 
stood at 81 as of 25 October 2019, up from 79 on 
12 November 2018. The WTO Secretariat issues 
a list of RTAs in force but not notified before each 
meeting of the Committee on Regional Trade 
Agreements. In 2019, nine RTAs on the list were 
subsequently notified to the WTO compared with 
only one in 2018. 











Panellists noted that the TPRM is a huge source 
of information and has become one of the 
main channels WTO members use to promote 
accountability, predictability and transparency in 
the multilateral trading system. The Trade Policy 
Reviews shed light on members’ trade policies 















Dispute sett lement
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Figure 3: Average of monthly active 
proceedings, 1995-2019
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Figure 5: Number of Appellate Body reports circulated, 1995 to 2019*

* �Some Appellate Body reports were issued as a single document covering two or more reports.



Finally, Mr Bhatia stressed that the crisis of the 
Appellate Body is the crisis of trade multilateralism. 
Binding commitments of WTO members must 
necessarily rest on the bedrock of impartial and 
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Trade and development









Aid for Trade

The WTO hosted the 2019 Aid for Trade Global 
Review in July (see page 134). The event  
drew some 1,500 participants to 84 sessions 
and facilitated high-level dialogue on trade and 
development issues. There was a particular  
focus on Aid for Trade’s role in supporting 
economic diversification, the empowerment  
of women and youth. 



Figure 3: Aid for Trade disbursements by continent (in US$ billion, 2017 prices)

Source: OECD‑CRS, Creditor Reporting System
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Standards and Trade Development Facil ity



Developing SPS capacity 





Technical assistance continued for countries 
seeking to join the WTO (see page 28), 



Research work on trade 
and gender 
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On 6 May, the WTO facilitated the first meeting to 







Spotl ight :

Public Forum 2019







The WTO also contributed to G20 trade 
discussions in meetings of G20 sherpas, the 
G20 Working Group on Trade and Investment 
and G20 agriculture ministers. It also continued 
to monitor food crop policies under the G20 
Agriculture Market Information System initiative 
(G20-AMIS), which aims to increase transparency 
in international commodity markets and improve 
policy coordination.

With the United Nations Conference on Trade 



OECD
DG Azevêdo told the OECD Ministerial Council 
in May that the WTO has seen growing interest 
in discussing e-commerce. “Ultimately, the test of 



Contact with the media

With trade tensions making headlines, the WTO 
media team was kept busy addressing increasing 
demand from journalists for information about 
the WTO’s work and its role in safeguarding the 



Contact with the public 





Flagship publications

Annual Report 2019

ISBN 978-92-870-4766-3 | CHF 50









Economic research activit ies

The WTO’s flagship publication, the World Trade 



WTO Essay Award for  





The WTO also provided capacity-building on 
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New recruits









Budget,  f inance and administration
CHF 197,203,900
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Below this is the General Council (normally 











Photo credits

ISBN 978-92-870-5023-6 (Print) / 978-92-870-5024-3 (web)
Printed by the WTO Secretariat.
Report designed by 400 Communications.




	Front cover
	Contents
	Introduction
	Message from Director-General Roberto Azevêdo
	Understanding the WTO
	What we do
	A brief history

	A year in review
	2019: a snapshot
	Our year

	Membership
	Joining the WTO
	A global membership

	Trade negotiations and discussions
	Trade negotiations and discussions in 2019
	Agriculture
	Market access for non-agricultural products
	Services
	Trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights (TRIPS)
	Trade and development
	Trade and environment
	WTO rules: fisheries subsidies,other WTO rules
	Dispute Set tlement Understanding
	Joint initiatives
	Electronic commerce
	Investment facilitation for development
	Micro, small and medium-sized enterprises
	Domestic regulation of trade in services
	Trade and women’s economic empowerment


	Implementation and monitoring
	General Council
	Spotlight: International Forum on Food Safety and Trade
	Trade in goods
	Market access
	Agriculture
	Sanitary and phytosanitary measures
	Technical barriers to trade
	Subsidies and countervailing measures
	Anti-dumping practices
	Customs valuation
	Rules of origin
	Import licensing
	Safeguards
	Trade-related investment measures
	Information Technology Agreement
	State trading enterprises
	Trade in civil aircraft

	Spotlight: World Cotton Day 2019
	Trade facilitation
	Trade in services
	Trade-related aspects of intellectualproperty rights (TRIPS)
	Trade and environment
	Trade and transfer of technology
	Regional trade agreements
	Trade Policy Reviews
	Spotlight: Trade Pol icy Review Mechanism at 30
	Trade monitoring reports
	Trade, debt and finance
	Government Procurement Agreement

	Dispute settlement
	Dispute set tlement activity in 2019
	Appellate Body

	Supporting development and building trade capacity
	Trade and development
	Least-developed countries
	Small economies

	Aid for Trade
	Spotlight: Aid for Trade Global Review 2019
	Enhanced Integrated Framework
	Standards and Trade Development Facility
	Technical cooperation and training
	Trade and women’s empowerment

	Outreach
	Contact with the business community
	Trade Dialogues
	Relations with non-governmental organizations
	Contact with parliamentarians
	Spotlight: Public Forum 2019
	Cooperation with other intergovernmental organizations
	Contact with the media
	Contact with the public
	Spotlight: Open Day 2019
	Economic research activities
	Statistics activities
	Cooperation with academic institutions

	Secretariat and budget
	WTO Secretariat
	Budget, finance and administration

	How the WTO is structured
	WTO Chairpersons
	Membership of the WTO
	Abbreviations and further information
	Download the app



