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The role of WTO 
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2.3   Transparency and monitoring build and sustain trust, which is a key driver of trade 
cooperation  

Transparency and monitoring build and help 
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Figure 1  �± Notification and publication procedures in the TBT and SPS Agreements  

 

Source : W TO, 201 8a . 
 
Another transparency and monitoring instrument, which was developed through practice in the 
TBT and SPS Committee, is the 
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Figure 2  -
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Figure 3  �± STCs by status of the measure  

 
 
The following two STCs illustrate two examples of concern related to adopted measures or to request 
the notification of a non -notified draft measure.  
 

Adopted measures
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European  Union member States "
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Figure 8  -  Monitoring - STCs primarily addres s trade restrictiveness of measures  

 
 
Second, TBT Committee discussions on STCs  likely 
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ongoing.  While these Figures do not necessarily indicate whether an STC has been definitely 
resolved, they pr ovide anecdotal evidence that an important proportion of the STCs discussed in the 
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20  disputes, there are only 7 fully -
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Table 2 -  
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First, because it encourages the Member introducing a measure to justify its legal 
consistency, it is more accessible to WTO members lacking legal capacity than the 
WTO dispute settlement system which requires the complaining Member to justify the lega l 
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One limit of our analysis of the  benefits of the STC mechanism  in the TBT Committee  is the absence 
of information about the effective resolution of an STC . Nevertheless, it  does help us to 
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