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Global trade trends and short-term forecast 
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Regional trade trends





6

Trade of medical products related to COVID-19  
One of the side-effects of the COVID-19 pandemic has been the increase in demand of medical goods and equipment 
such as ventilators, monitors, thermometers, hand sanitizers, protective masks and garments.2  In the early months of 
2020, the rapid diffusion of COVID-19 across the globe resulted in a race to secure supply of such goods, and in some 
instances of export restrictions.  

Trade in medical products related to COVID-19 has been growing fast

Product level data for the three major economies shows that international trade played a positive role in meeting demand 
of medical products related to COVID-19. While international trade of such medical goods contracted at the onset of the 
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