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1. The distinctive context of MC12

The trade-related interests of the LDCs, including the graduating LDCs, in view of MC12,
are informed by several important developments concerning WTO specifically, and the

global trade scenario in general. Some of the salient features of this

13









multilateral negotiations, to that extent, diminishes. Second, LDCs that are not members

of particular RTAs face significant disadvantage because they do not enjoy
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that the graduating LDCs are to set off on their graduation journey at a time when the

global developments are not conducive to their exports
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(a) A pragmatic approach to reignite interest in DDR

It
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At the subsequent MCs,
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market access in services trade will be of increasingly heightened interest to the LDCs in
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A investment facilitation. The TFA envisages that the LDCs will be provided with the
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came up with joint statements on a number of issues
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Following MC11, during discussions carried out on
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proposals have been presented by Japan
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businesses, ensure consumer protection, enforce anti-
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https://untfsurvey.org/
https://www.unescap.org/resources/readiness-assessments-cross-border-paperless-trade

group included developing countries and LDCs. The investment facilitation discussions
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the
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(i) The improvement of access to information where Governments examine ways

of making business
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capacities; and (v) ensure that the proposed measures do not narrow down the policy
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the fishing sector should be exempted from the provisions of the proposed

agreement.

(e) New issues: Mov
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multilateralise the plurilateral agreements, or if dedicated Working Groups (if members

agree) are set up within the ambit of WTO for discussion.

The next section analyses the implications of graduation for the graduating LDCs and puts

forward a number of propositions towards sustainable graduation
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had been able to draw benefits from the S&DT provisions for the LDCs, the support those
LDCs
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which are members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Free Trade Agreement
(ASEAN-FTA).

In the various RTAs where there is a dual track for preferential treatment, for LDCs and
non-LDCs (such as in South Asian Free Trade Area - SAFTA

41



needs for drugs. The country also earns a significant amount of foreign exchange through

exports of medicinal
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opportunity to argue in favour of a package of support for this particular group of LDCs,

in order to help them in their efforts to ensure smooth transition, graduation
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Table 2. Preference erosion and suggested steps: Bangladesh

Beneficiary of
key market
access
opportunities



BIMSTEC-FTA

46



Table 3. Preference erosion and suggested steps: The
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special situation such as the
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Annex 2

Special and differential treatment provisions by type and agreement

Source: WTO website.
* There are nine provisions that are classified in more than one categor
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Joint Statement
on Investment
Facilitation
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