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Abstract 

 

The growth of digital trade is dependant upon greater interconnectivity across borders. 
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This paper concludes that PTAs can and should play an important role in promoting and 
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provide remedies to buyers against unfair or misleading practices52 and, thus, instil 

greater cross-border digital trust.53 Certain organisations such as the OECD have 

proposed frameworks on online consumer protection.54 Governments have also started 

acknowledging the role of internationcooperation on cybersecurity issues in achieving 
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2.5 Institutional Coordination 
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promoting non-discriminatory environment for cross-
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Box 1:  Recommendations and Best Practices in PTAs to Reduce Digital Trade 

Barriers  
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chains. The advantages of such mechanisms are significant reduction of trade costs, 

increase in speed and efficiency of transactions, 
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Some other PTAs contain soft obligations on paperless trading, including recent ones 

such as the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-
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(a) Last mile deliveries, including on-demand and dynamic routing solutions; 

(b) The use of electric, remote controlled an
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6. Recognizing that the Parties may take different legal approaches to protecting personal 
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CPTPP) ca
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(c) a practice of charging or debiting consumersô financial, telephone or other accounts 
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their PTA provisions. While the DEPA provision is a soft provision requiring parties to only 

óendeavourô to explore the benefits of online dispute resolution mechanisms, future PTAs 
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3 5  p r e s e n t  a t  a l l ) .1 2 9 W h i l e  d o m e s t i c  p o l i c i e s  p l a y  a  p r e d o m a g i n t  r o l e  i n  f o s t e r i n g  d i g i t a l  development and agclusati, PTAs can also make a valuible contribunatn to this objective. For agstance, various initiatives have been proposed at the WTO such as integrinang M S M Es  b y  o f f e r i n g  t h e m  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  t r a d e  f i n a n c e  a n d  s i m p l i f y i n g  c u s t o m s  p r o c e d u r e s .1 3 0
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4. 
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The objectives of this Agreement are to: 

(a) facilitate cr8839so: 
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For instance, the Agreement does not contain a binding framework for cross-border data 
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5. Conclusion 
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