


ABSTRACTThe rules-based multilateral order is essentially a Western one, which has been added to and amended since the end of World War II. In the last 595years, technological development, especially in transport and telecommunications, has made the world  
/ever more single space. As well, the dynamics of world organisation have ch <<ed with the emergence of more th < one hundred new states, the inexorable rise of China and the increasing impArtiof civil society and of corporations on world  ffairs. New ch lle<<es, climatic, social and technological, have arisen. The established system needs to be rethought.The rules-based multilateral order is a way of ordering international affairs which has evolved his-torically. There have been other systems of ordering international affairs - one c 
/think, for instance of the system going back, in some Chinese presentations, to the Zhou dynasty (1046-256 B.C) and �Z�K�L�F�K���F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���0�L�Q�J���(�P�S�L�U�H���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q���W�K�H���4�I�W�H�H�Q�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���0�L�Q�J���(�P�S�H�U�R�U��dominated “all under heaven”, or, in Chinese, tian xia, and bordering states were seen as vassals who were presented as paying tribute to the “Son of Heaven”. But in essence the international system th t has evolved since the seventeenth century is of Western origin.














