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In addition, it is of interest – also to the Norwegian policy discussion – to consider how EU 
policies are likely to change in the forceable future. �e analysis provides a discussion of issues 
that are likely to remain very high on the agenda of the next European Commission. �ese 
include possible improvements in the TSD Chapters of trade agreements in particular with 
regard to enforcement mechanisms, the engagement of civil society, and climate action. Further 
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Body (AB), four criteria have consistently been used to de�ne likeness. �ese criteria derive 
from the GATT Working Party in 1970:3

• 3



http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2044
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2044
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/february/tradoc_156618.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/february/tradoc_156618.pdf


https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupMeetingDoc&docid=28196
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupMeetingDoc&docid=28196
https://www.ceps.eu/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/Climate%20Change%20and%20Trade.pdf
https://www.ceps.eu/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/Climate%20Change%20and%20Trade.pdf
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2019/07/22/von-der-leyen-make-carbon-border-tax-work/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2019/07/22/von-der-leyen-make-carbon-border-tax-work/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20190723-1030-COMMITTEE-INTA
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20190723-1030-COMMITTEE-INTA
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/mission-letter-frans-timmermans-2019_en.pdf
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/opinion/from-liberalise-and-patronise-to-a-genuine-sustainable-trade-strategy-for-the-eu/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/opinion/from-liberalise-and-patronise-to-a-genuine-sustainable-trade-strategy-for-the-eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-europe-as-a-stronger-global-actor/file-eu-garment-initiative
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-europe-as-a-stronger-global-actor/file-eu-garment-initiative
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/630352/EPRS_IDA(2019)630352_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/630352/EPRS_IDA(2019)630352_EN.pdf


http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/october/tradoc_153846.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/october/tradoc_153846.pdf
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Considering these di�erent types of provisions, there are mainly two ways in which sustainability 
provisions in FTAs can relate to domestic standards. �e �rst way is by referencing international 
agreements or declarations such as the MEAs or ILO declarations in the FTAs and requiring 
them to be manifested in domestic law of the parties. �is can be done by rea�rming commit
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Explicit provisions on corporate social responsibility (CSR) can be found in the EU-Japan EPA 
in Art. 16.5 (e) and cooperation on CSR in Art.16.12 (e); in the CPTPP, enterprises are encour-
aged to voluntarily adopt CSR initiatives on labour issues. Also the amendments to the invest-
ment chapter of the Canada-Chile FTA (Art. 14Gbis) include CSR provisions. A new, dedicated 
article on CSR was created which rea�rms the parties’ commitment to globally endorsed CSR 
standards. �e update also includes procedural enhancements to the investor-state dispute set-
tlement mechanism with respect to preliminary objections, awarding of costs, ethical consider-
ations, third-party funding, and transparency. Furthermore, the parties have added provisions 
that encourage alternatives to arbitration, such as mediation and consultation.

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25950/sustainable_agriculture.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25950/sustainable_agriculture.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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�e Environmental Chapter of CPTPP includes similar environmental clauses to pre-existing 
EU FTAs, which, however, did not go as far as CPTPP. It has both binding and non-binding 
commitments relating to environmental protection. �e binding obligations prohibit a party 
from failing to e�ectively enforce its environmental laws in a manner a�ecting trade or invest-
ment between the parties, and waiving or otherwise derogating from its environmental laws in 
order to encourage trade or investment between the parties.

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/april/tradoc_156791.pdf 
https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements/united-states-mexico-canada-agreement/fact-sheets/modernizing
https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements/united-states-mexico-canada-agreement/fact-sheets/modernizing


https://www.transportenvironment.org/sites/te/files/publications/2018_09_TSD_analysis_0.pdf
https://www.transportenvironment.org/sites/te/files/publications/2018_09_TSD_analysis_0.pdf


https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements-in-force/nz-korea-free-trade-agreement/text-of-the-new-zealand-korea-fta-agreement/ 
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements-in-force/nz-korea-free-trade-agreement/text-of-the-new-zealand-korea-fta-agreement/ 
https://www.seco.admin.ch/dam/seco/en/dokumente/Aussenwirtschaft/Wirtschaftsbeziehungen/Freihandelsabkommen/Partner%20weltweit/China/Abkommenstexte/Texts%20in%20English/Agreement%20on%20Cooperation%20in%20the%20Area%20of%20TBT%20and%20SPS.pdf.download.pdf/Agreement%20on%20Cooperation%20in%20the%20Area%20of%20TBT%20and%20SPS.pdf#page=16
https://www.seco.admin.ch/dam/seco/en/dokumente/Aussenwirtschaft/Wirtschaftsbeziehungen/Freihandelsabkommen/Partner%20weltweit/China/Abkommenstexte/Texts%20in%20English/Agreement%20on%20Cooperation%20in%20the%20Area%20of%20TBT%20and%20SPS.pdf.download.pdf/Agreement%20on%20Cooperation%20in%20the%20Area%20of%20TBT%20and%20SPS.pdf#page=16
https://www.seco.admin.ch/dam/seco/en/dokumente/Aussenwirtschaft/Wirtschaftsbeziehungen/Freihandelsabkommen/Partner%20weltweit/China/Abkommenstexte/Texts%20in%20English/Agreement%20on%20Cooperation%20in%20the%20Area%20of%20TBT%20and%20SPS.pdf.download.pdf/Agreement%20on%20Cooperation%20in%20the%20Area%20of%20TBT%20and%20SPS.pdf#page=16
https://www.seco.admin.ch/dam/seco/en/dokumente/Aussenwirtschaft/Wirtschaftsbeziehungen/Freihandelsabkommen/Partner%20weltweit/China/Abkommenstexte/Texts%20in%20English/Agreement%20on%20Cooperation%20in%20the%20Area%20of%20TBT%20and%20SPS.pdf.download.pdf/Agreement%20on%20Cooperation%20in%20the%20Area%20of%20TBT%20and%20SPS.pdf#page=16
https://www.seco.admin.ch/dam/seco/en/dokumente/Aussenwirtschaft/Wirtschaftsbeziehungen/Freihandelsabkommen/Partner%20weltweit/China/Abkommenstexte/Texts%20in%20English/Switzerland-China%20FTA%20-%20Main%20Agreement.pdf.download.pdf/Switzerland-China%20FTA%20-%20Main%20Agreement.pdf
https://www.seco.admin.ch/dam/seco/en/dokumente/Aussenwirtschaft/Wirtschaftsbeziehungen/Freihandelsabkommen/Partner%20weltweit/China/Abkommenstexte/Texts%20in%20English/Switzerland-China%20FTA%20-%20Main%20Agreement.pdf.download.pdf/Switzerland-China%20FTA%20-%20Main%20Agreement.pdf
https://www.seco.admin.ch/dam/seco/en/dokumente/Aussenwirtschaft/Wirtschaftsbeziehungen/Freihandelsabkommen/Partner%20weltweit/China/Abkommenstexte/Texts%20in%20English/Switzerland-China%20FTA%20-%20Main%20Agreement.pdf.download.pdf/Switzerland-China%20FTA%20-%20Main%20Agreement.pdf
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�ese submissions will be considered by an independent Joint Submission Committee and can 
result in an independent assessment through the preparation of a factual record. A consultation 
and dispute settlement process is available to the Parties where a persistent pattern of failure to 
e�ectively enforce an environmental law is alleged. �is process can lead to the creation of an 
arbitral panel which can recommend a remedial action plan and, in some cases, impose a mon-
etary enforcement assessment.

Article 5 on Government Enforcement Actions is a key article in the Agreement.25 Parties com-
mit to e�ectively enforce their environmental laws and regulations through appropriate gov-

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/international-affairs/partnerships-countries-regions/latin-america-caribbean/canada-chile-environmental-agreement/analysis-chile-agreement-environmental-cooperation/chapter-2.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/international-affairs/partnerships-countries-regions/latin-america-caribbean/canada-chile-environmental-agreement/analysis-chile-agreement-environmental-cooperation/chapter-2.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/international-affairs/partnerships-countries-regions/latin-america-caribbean/canada-chile-environmental-agreement/analysis-chile-agreement-environmental-cooperation/chapter-2.htm








https://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/ten-threats-to-global-health-in-2019
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/5eaf66ac392143b3b2054aed90b85210/antibiotic-resistance-engelsk-lavopploslig-versjon-for-nett-10-09-15.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/5eaf66ac392143b3b2054aed90b85210/antibiotic-resistance-engelsk-lavopploslig-versjon-for-nett-10-09-15.pdf


https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/norways-battle-against-antimicrobial-resistance-in-the-agricultural-sector/id2554750/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/norways-battle-against-antimicrobial-resistance-in-the-agricultural-sector/id2554750/
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/5eaf66ac392143b3b2054aed90b85210/antibiotic-resistance-engelsk-lavopploslig-versjon-for-nett-10-09-15.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/5eaf66ac392143b3b2054aed90b85210/antibiotic-resistance-engelsk-lavopploslig-versjon-for-nett-10-09-15.pdf
https://www.vetinst.no/en/news/target-to-reduce-antibiotic-use-for-food-producing-animals-is-reached
https://www.mattilsynet.no/om_mattilsynet/#import_og_eksport
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/bd12/e918ff40f6425154383d25f029674a6e81f1.pdf


https://epha.org/new-epha-study-reveals-that-needs-to-be-done-on-amr-national-action-plans-in-europe/
http://www.oecd.org/els/health-systems/Antimicrobial-Resistance-in-G7-Countries-and-Beyond.pdf
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/bd12/e918ff40f6425154383d25f029674a6e81f1.pdf


https://www.ssb.no/en/jord-skog-jakt-og-fiskeri/statistikker/jordmil


https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/plants/plant_protection_products/taxes_for_plant_protection_products.17427
https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/plants/plant_protection_products/taxes_for_plant_protection_products.17427
https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/plants/plant_protection_products/guidelines_for_a_banded_pesticide_tax_scheme_differentiated_according_to_human_health_and_environmental_risks.19283/binary/Guidelines%20for%20a%20Banded%20Pesticide%20Tax%20Scheme,%20Differentiated%20According%20to%20Human%20Health%20and%20Environmental%20Risks
https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/plants/plant_protection_products/guidelines_for_a_banded_pesticide_tax_scheme_differentiated_according_to_human_health_and_environmental_risks.19283/binary/Guidelines%20for%20a%20Banded%20Pesticide%20Tax%20Scheme,%20Differentiated%20According%20to%20Human%20Health%20and%20Environmental%20Risks
https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/plants/plant_protection_products/guidelines_for_a_banded_pesticide_tax_scheme_differentiated_according_to_human_health_and_environmental_risks.19283/binary/Guidelines%20for%20a%20Banded%20Pesticide%20Tax%20Scheme,%20Differentiated%20According%20to%20Human%20Health%20and%20Environmental%20Risks
https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/plants/plant_protection_products/guidelines_for_a_banded_pesticide_tax_scheme_differentiated_according_to_human_health_and_environmental_risks.19283/binary/Guidelines%20for%20a%20Banded%20Pesticide%20Tax%20Scheme,%20Differentiated%20According%20to%20Human%20Health%20and%20Environmental%20Risks
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/growers-commercial-users/sustainable-pest-management.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/growers-commercial-users/sustainable-pest-management.html


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780081012154000043
http://www.oie.int/en/animal-welfare/oie-standards-and-international-trade/
https://rpawe.oie.int/index.php?id=14
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0924224414000673?token=99413178D4E68C941A1D8519D5F329B6D7C1DFF201EBF109C835F235135CCC07925C272930525555CA29B352DE2D83F4
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0924224414000673?token=99413178D4E68C941A1D8519D5F329B6D7C1DFF201EBF109C835F235135CCC07925C272930525555CA29B352DE2D83F4
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0924224414000673?token=99413178D4E68C941A1D8519D5F329B6D7C1DFF201EBF109C835F235135CCC07925C272930525555CA29B352DE2D83F4
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0924224414000673?token=99413178D4E68C941A1D8519D5F329B6D7C1DFF201EBF109C835F235135CCC07925C272930525555CA29B352DE2D83F4
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0924224414000673?token=99413178D4E68C941A1D8519D5F329B6D7C1DFF201EBF109C835F235135CCC07925C272930525555CA29B352DE2D83F4
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0924224414000673?token=99413178D4E68C941A1D8519D5F329B6D7C1DFF201EBF109C835F235135CCC07925C272930525555CA29B352DE2D83F4


https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/animal-welfare-act/id571188/
http://sciencenordic.com/norwegians-healthy-food-and-animal-welfare-are-more-important-prices
https://www.dyrevern.no/english
http://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/norwegian-animal-protection-alliance-launching-the-first-animal-protection-label-for-food-in-norway
http://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/norwegian-animal-protection-alliance-launching-the-first-animal-protection-label-for-food-in-norway
http://publications.europa.eu/webpub/eca/special-reports/animal-welfare-31-2018/en/


https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/welfare/other_aspects/labelling_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:263a348a-f729-4026-b7a6-51dd11527239.0004.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:263a348a-f729-4026-b7a6-51dd11527239.0004.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015D1901&from=EN


27

ecipe occasional paper — no. 01/2020

EU only when they are accompanied by a model health certi�cate, issued under the conditions 
outlined in the Article, in the Annexes to the Decision and in the relevant Annexes to the 1997 
Agreement. 

As side agreements to the China-Switzerland FTA, two further regulatory cooperation instru-
ments have entered into force between the two partners: the Agreement on Cooperation in the 
Area of Certi�cation and Accreditation and the Agreement on Cooperation in the Area of San-

https://www.efta.int/media/documents/legal-texts/eea/the-eea-agreement/Annexes%20to%20the%20Agreement/annex1.pdf
https://www.efta.int/media/documents/legal-texts/eea/the-eea-agreement/Annexes%20to%20the%20Agreement/annex1.pdf
https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/food_and_water/Commercial_import_of_foods_to_Norway/obligations_for_importers_of_foods_to_norway.11700
https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/food_and_water/Commercial_import_of_foods_to_Norway/obligations_for_importers_of_foods_to_norway.11700


https://www.environment.no/topics/biodiversity/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2015/554175/EPRS_IDA(2015)554175_EN.pdf
https://www.env.go.jp/en/focus/100430.html


https://www.nasaa.com.au/about-nasaa/nasaa.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:263a348a-f729-4026-b7a6-51dd11527239.0004.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:263a348a-f729-4026-b7a6-51dd11527239.0004.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
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a tax on pesticides in 1988. Since 1999, the tax was changed into a di�erentiated scheme and 
pesticides are sorted into di�erent categories, which are assessed based on risks for human health 
and environmental risks. Workers’ health is part of the human health risks factor. 

Concerning minimum wages, as of January 16, 2017, the minimum hourly wages speci�c to 
agriculture in Norway are as follows:65 Seasonal work/Employment up to 12 weeks: NOK 113; 
Employment between 12 and 24 weeks: NOK 119; Unskilled permanent employment NOK 
133 – 169 depending on experience; Skilled (i.e. with agricultural training) permanent employ-
ment NOK 144 – 180 depending on experience; A Minimum 25% extra is paid for work at 
night and on holidays; Overtime (more than 40 hours/week) is paid at minimum 40% extra; 

https://www.arbeidstilsynet.no/en/working-conditions/pay-and-minimum-rates-of-pay/minimum-wage/
http://www.lacooperativa.org/agricultural-workers-rights/
https://www.peopleinag.com.au/farming/employers/rights-and-responsibilities-as-an-employer/legal-requirements/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/4/378/htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/labour-relations/international/agreements/chile.html


31

ecipe occasional paper — no. 01/2020

Concerning the limited use of medicines, the important role of the Norwegian Food Safety 
Authority has been highlighted and the national action plans and strategies concerning AMR 
were presented. With regard to pesticides use, Norway’s Biocides regulation, forms of certi�ca-
tion/authorisation and punitive tax measures were discussed. �e level of protection and regula-
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However, the above system in Germany also faces constraints, in the sense that the demand 
for agricultural sustainability certi�cation systems is low.  �e reasons for this, identi�ed by a 
recent report were lack of customer demand, high costs, missing/insu�cient �nancial incentives, 
the fact that most programmes are voluntary, a perceived lack of necessity, as well as the fact 
that already existing regulations pertaining to animal -, environmental- and consumer protec-
tion already incorporate di�erent sustainability aspects. According to the same report, German 

http://www.georgemorris.org/publications/OFVGA_Final_Report.pdf














https://www.matmerk.no/no/ksl/ksl-standarder
https://www.hyvaasuomesta.fi/sites/hyvaasuomesta.fi/files/media/nyt_norge.pdf
https://www.agrianalyse.no/getfile.php/134890-1560515863/Dokumenter/Dokumenter%202019/Rapport%206%E2%80%932019%20Engelsk%20versjon%20%28web%29.pdf
https://www.agrianalyse.no/getfile.php/134890-1560515863/Dokumenter/Dokumenter%202019/Rapport%206%E2%80%932019%20Engelsk%20versjon%20%28web%29.pdf
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Health and Care Services. �e mission of the NFSA is: To promote safe, healthy food and water; Healthy plants, �sh and animals; Ethical keeping of �sh and animals; Environmentally friendly 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/market-access-trade/acaca#activities


https://ec.europa.eu/health/amr/action_eu_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:22018A0525(01)&from=EN


https://debio.no/english/

