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liberalismò.19 Some  commentators on the history of the world trading system have drawn from this a contrast be-

tween the social purpose of the GATT, which reflected a common commitment by participants to the welfare 
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by WTO members over AB rulings on issues relating to the articulation between WTO rules and non-trade con-

cerns. In my view the explanation lies in the fact that the basic GATT provisions and the Uruguay Round 

agreements were sufficiently open ended as to be susceptible to different interpretations. While it cannot be ex-

cluded that some Uruguay Round negotiators may have seen the SPS or TBT agreements as an opportunity to 
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dumping law had become the preferred instrument to provide import relief, thereby limiting the salience of the is-

sue of ñselectivityò for safeguard measures. Secondly, the safeguards agreement introduced a number of 
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efforts to bring developing countries on board led to the launch of the so-called Doha Development Agenda 

(DDA). 

The DDA when launched w
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would be to extend the role of the secretariat to coordinate and mobilise resources in support of trade-related ca-
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on WTO dispute settlement.69 A more incremental approach would be to establish at this stage only a roster of 
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their powers of interpretation under Article IX:2. These targeted negotiations should be concluded within a maxi-

mum period of three year
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agenda.81  Looking into the agenda of WTO reform, there is likely to be a high degree of convergence between 
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Annex: Summary of WTO reform proposals 

WTO reform would aim at reinforcing the three main functions of the Organization so as to make it fit to manage 

the more complex trading environment of the 21 century. In particular, it would: 

• Revitalise the WTO negotiating function 
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