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Intra-African trade: 
A path to economic 
diversification and 
inclusion
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Figure 6.2 Export diversification in Asia versus Africa
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opportunities under the AfCFTA. In 
particular, Africans must be equipped with 
the skills needed to engage in skill-intensive 
manufacturing industries such as apparel 
and machinery.

It is promising that African countries are 
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V I E W P O I N T

Is the US keeping  
pace in Africa?

Witney Schneidman 
@WitneySchneid - Nonresident Senior Fellow, Africa Growth Initiative,  

Global Economy and Development, Brookings Institution

02.

What do India, Turkey, Japan, China, and the European Union have in common with 
Africa that the United States does not? Each country and the EU have held two or more 
summits with African heads of state. While there were positive aspects in the Trump 
administration’s Africa strategy that was released late last year, there was no mention of a 
U.S.-Africa summit. Does this matter?

Frequently mistaken for little more than photo opportunities, summits foster regular 



1 0 8

country of origin. (3) Endorsing the recently concluded African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement, European Commission chief Jean-Claude Juncker said tha the renviion sthe  
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V I E W P O I N T

Creating one market  
under the African Free 

Trade Area: 
Progress and challenges

H.E. Albert Muchanga 
Commissioner for Trade and Industry, African Union Commission

03.

On March 21, 2018, in Kigali, Rwanda, Africa took the giant step of creating a large and 
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The most critical challenge we face is to bring the AfCFTA into operation in 2019 and 
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Figure 6.7 Intra-regionalAde and manufacturing exports in Africa
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EVENTS TO WATCH  
2019
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February  
10-11

32nd Ordinary Session of the African Union 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

The 32nd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the African Union will convene African heads of 
states and governments in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to discuss the 
regional organization’s priorities, including those under the 2019 
theme: “Refugees, Returnees and Internally Displaced Persons: 
Towards Durable Solutions to Forced Displacement in Africa.”

March 
18-22

Africa Climate Week 2019  
Accra, Ghana

Africa Climate Week 2019 will convene in the lead up to the U.N. 
Secretary-General’s Climate Summit in September 2019, bringing 





1 1 5 A B O U T  T H E  A F R I C A  
WHO WE ARE



1 1 61 1 6










