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The EJC has a broad mandate to set a new international 
standard for research and reporting on environmental 
injustices, but is limited to an advisory role, assisting 
institutions like the European Commission and the United 
Nations. It is tasked with gathering data on the conse-
quences of climate change, developing new in9 trs 
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per cent of people trust the EU; only 34 trust their nation-
al government13 — and a sense of disenfranchisement 
in their economic lives. The institutions of the European 
Union, in particular, continue to prize the wisdom of 
technical managers over the needs of the communities 
that comprise its Union. The voices of front-line commu-
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see Europe reach net-zero CO2 emissions by 2025 — a 
target that is consistent with the principle of equity as 
embodied in the “common but differentiated responsibil-
ity” clause in the Paris framework. Given Europe’s greater 
responsibility for historical emissions, and greater tech-
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Developed by a coalition of activists, economists, scien-
tists, and trade unionists, this Blueprint offers a compre-
hensive policy vision of a just transition in Europe. But the 
work cannot stop there: A policy vision is meaningless in 
the absence of a strategy to realise it. “The Green New 
Deal cannot just be a campaign,” write Fatima Zah-
ra-Ibrahim and a Martin. “It has to be a social move-
ment.”23

This chapter — an addition to the first edition of the 
Blueprint — sets out the pathways to the Green New 
Deal for Europe that start from the grassroots and end in 
policy implementation. 
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But our eyes must be open. Time and again, the insti-
tutional managers of the EU have proven unwilling to 
recognise the scale and the urgency of the climate and 
environmental crisis. On the contrary, policies like the 
European Central Bank’s quantitative easing (QE) pro-
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This section will set out how we pay foPč0 ay PW, how 
0 ayprogramme could work and what it will do foP 
Europe’s1 Tc 9 Doni(t)-7 ((e)-5  s)91.9 .w 
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The scale of the present crisis is clear. Scientific pro-
jections show that even small increases in global tem-
peratures will generate massive costs — for humans, for 
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Once raised by the EIB, the funds from the sale of green 
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•  Fair wages; and
•  
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“The digital information ecosystem farms people for 
their attention, ideas and data in exchange for so called 
‘free’ services. Unlike their analogue equivalents, these 
sweatshops of the connected world extract more than 
one’s labour, and while clocking into the online factory is 
effortless it is often impossible to clock off.”101

Nonetheless, the success of these systems of networked 
interaction also highlights new horizons for the organisa-
tion of our infrastructure. The Green New Deal for Europe 
can develop a more just, democratic and sustainable 
digitised infrastructure that maximizes the benefits of 
digital networks while minimizing their social and envi-
ronmental costs. 

The GPW, then, will invest in the expansion of digital 
infrastructure for social ends — intertwining the digital 
transformation with the demands of a just and demo-
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up to 50 percent.106 The result has been sustained edu-
cation inequality between regions of Europe, with whole 
swathes of the population shut out from new opportu-
nities in ‘green’ industries that require more advanced 
training.107

The GPW will redress these inequalities. It proposes a 
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below, through inclusive ownership funds established by 
private firms in receipt of GPW funding; and third, as set 
out in section 4.2.2 below, through new taxation schemes 
that punish pollution and encourage a shift away from 
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However, agriculture generates just 1.6 percent of EU 
GDP.129 A large chunk of CAP subsidies are paid out to 
large landowners, heavily mechanised industrial farms 
and agribusiness whose agricultural methods are both 
input-intensive and energy-intensive, leading to envi-
ronmental breakdown such as soil and water depletion, 
eutrophication and biodiversity loss. 
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The science leaves little doubt: this is an emergency. Only 
regulations that match the scale, scope, and urgency of 
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A robust assessment of the science points to a need for 
systems change. Decarbonisation and environmental 
targets — while a vital response to the present emergen-
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Public ownership can both reduce energy prices and 
accelerate the pace of our transition. But today, the joint 
aims of the Energy Union and the Third Energy Package 
are to further liberalise Europe’s energy markets, surren-
dering ever-greater segments of Europe’s energy infra-
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systemic risk, as non-renewables face both physical 
damage and transition risk. 

The prudential framework introduced after the financial 
crisis to regulate banks and insurers183
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a loan. Other requirements, like the countercyclical capi-
tal buffer, require banks to hold additional capital during 
economic booms to ensure their financial viability during 
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resources or a fair distribution of public goods.207 These 
include environmental costs (to biodiversity, soil and 
water) that render the production of nutritious food 
unsustainable over the longer term, human health costs 
(e.g., through exposure to endocrine disrupting chemi-
cals208 and air pollution209

), as well as the socio-economic 

costs of poverty, malnutrition, and the marginalisation 
of small-scale farmers in the Global North and south.210 
The costs of making sustainable farming viable for the 
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The “negative emissions” claim is based on the falla-
cy that bio-energy is in the first place carbon neutral, 
whereas Life Cycle Analyses (LCA) conclude otherwise, 
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Climate Finance PactAutonomy Act Alliance EU Data for Progress Finanza Etica

Fund Our Future




