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60	 4.3.5	� Require companies to account for climate risks, and reserve capital fossil 
fuel assets, on the assumption of paying full compensation for damage 
caused.

61	 4.3.5	�
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The EJC has a broad mandate to set a new international 
standard for research and reporting on environmental 
injustices, but is limited to an advisory role, assisting 
institutions like the European Commission and the United 
Nations. It is tasked with gathering data on the conse-
quences of climate change, developing new in9 trs 
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per cent of people trust the EU; only 34 trust their nation-
al government13 — and a sense of disenfranchisement 
in their economic lives. The institutions of the European 
Union, in particular, continue to prize the wisdom of 
technical managers over the needs of the communities 
that comprise its Union. The voices of front-line commu-
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see Europe reach net-zero CO2 emissions by 2025 — a 
target that is consistent with the principle of equity as 
embodied in the “common but differentiated responsibil-
ity” clause in the Paris framework. Given Europe’s greater 
responsibility for historical emissions, and greater tech-
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Developed by a coalition of activists, economists, scien-
tists, and trade unionists, this Blueprint offers a compre-
hensive policy vision of a just transition in Europe. But the 
work cannot stop there: A policy vision is meaningless in 
the absence of a strategy to realise it. “The Green New 
Deal cannot just be a campaign,” write Fatima Zah-
ra-Ibrahim and a Martin. “It has to be a social move-
ment.”23

This chapter — an addition to the first edition of the 
Blueprint — sets out the pathways to the Green New 
Deal for Europe that start from the grassroots and end in 
policy implementation. 
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The primary purpose of a Blueprint for Europe’s Just 
Transition is to translate the transformative ambitions 
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But our eyes must be open. Time and again, the insti-
tutional managers of the EU have proven unwilling to 
recognise the scale and the urgency of the climate and 
environmental crisis. On the contrary, policies like the 
European Central Bank’s quantitative easing (QE) pro-
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Case Study — The People’s Assembly on Climate in 
Luxembourg
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People’s Assemblies, then, will catalyse meaningful 
change at both the local and international level. They 
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This section will set out how we pay foPč0 ay PW, how 
0 ayprogramme could work and what it will do foP 
Europe’s1 Tc 9 Doni(t)-7 ((e)-5  s)91.9 .w 
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The scale of the present crisis is clear. Scientific pro-
jections show that even small increases in global tem-
peratures will generate massive costs — for humans, for 
nature and for our balance sheets. 

Yet many proposals advanced to address the climate 
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Once raised by the EIB, the funds from the sale of green 
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•	 �Fair wages; and
•	 �
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mation-sharing and political decision-making 
across the continent.

3.3.3	 Tackling Climate Corruption

In the long run, the environmental crisis presents a threat 
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3.4.2	
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Beyond that, car ownership remains a luxury that not 
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$132 billion in 2011 to $41 billion in 2017.96 A major reason 
for this is the withdrawal of state subsidies.
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“The digital information ecosystem farms people for 
their attention, ideas and data in exchange for so called 
‘free’ services. Unlike their analogue equivalents, these 
sweatshops of the connected world extract more than 
one’s labour, and while clocking into the online factory is 
effortless it is often impossible to clock off.”101

Nonetheless, the success of these systems of networked 
interaction also highlights new horizons for the organisa-
tion of our infrastructure. The Green New Deal for Europe 
can develop a more just, democratic and sustainable 
digitised infrastructure that maximizes the benefits of 
digital networks while minimizing their social and envi-
ronmental costs. 

The GPW, then, will invest in the expansion of digital 
infrastructure for social ends — intertwining the digital 
transformation with the demands of a just and demo-
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up to 50 percent.106 The result has been sustained edu-
cation inequality between regions of Europe, with whole 
swathes of the population shut out from new opportu-
nities in ‘green’ industries that require more advanced 
training.107

The GPW will redress these inequalities. It proposes a 
new European Health and Care Standard that raises 
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below, through inclusive ownership funds established by 
private firms in receipt of GPW funding; and third, as set 
out in section 4.2.2 below, through new taxation schemes 
that punish pollution and encourage a shift away from 
carbon consumption.



A Blueprint for Europe’s Just Transition 50

3.4.5	 Green Horizon 2030 
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However, agriculture generates just 1.6 percent of EU 
GDP.129 A large chunk of CAP subsidies are paid out to 
large landowners, heavily mechanised industrial farms 
and agribusiness whose agricultural methods are both 
input-intensive and energy-intensive, leading to envi-
ronmental breakdown such as soil and water depletion, 
eutrophication and biodiversity loss. 

In all, about 80 percent of farm aid goes to about a 
quarter of EU farmers — those with the largest land-
holdings. Europe’s small rural farmers receive no signifi-
cant aid,130
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4 
Environmental
Union
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The science leaves little doubt: this is an emergency. Only 
regulations that match the scale, scope, and urgency of 
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climate damage. Europe must put the issue at the very 
front of its political agenda. 

Policy Recommendation:

1	� Declare a climate emergency in the EU and 
commit to continuously updating climate tar-
gets to align with scientific consensus.

4.2.2	 Respecting planetary boundaries

The first task of the EnU is to carve out a safe operat-
ing space for Europe’s economies. That means putting 
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lated with input from climate scientists, the non-gov-
ernmental sector, activists and with the participation of 
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A robust assessment of the science points to a need for 
systems change. Decarbonisation and environmental 
targets — while a vital response to the present emergen-
cy — are not enough to embed sustainability at the heart 
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would depend on the country’s per capita emissions as 
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factured have zero exhaust-pipe emissions, or that from 



A Blueprint for Europe’s Just Transition 64

Public ownership can both reduce energy prices and 
accelerate the pace of our transition. But today, the joint 
aims of the Energy Union and the Third Energy Package 
are to further liberalise Europe’s energy markets, surren-
dering ever-greater segments of Europe’s energy infra-
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of buildings and home across Europe, but much of it is 
sourced from Russia, whose exports are around 50 per-
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systemic risk, as non-renewables face both physical 
damage and transition risk. 

The prudential framework introduced after the financial 
crisis to regulate banks and insurers183
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a loan. Other requirements, like the countercyclical capi-
tal buffer, require banks to hold additional capital during 
economic booms to ensure their financial viability during 
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A second step is to reorganise the subsidy payment sys
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resources or a fair distribution of public goods.207 These 
include environmental costs (to biodiversity, soil and 
water) that render the production of nutritious food 
unsustainable over the longer term, human health costs 
(e.g., through exposure to endocrine disrupting chemi-
cals208 and air pollution209

), as well as the socio-economic 

costs of poverty, malnutrition, and the marginalisation 
of small-scale farmers in the Global North and south.210 
The costs of making sustainable farming viable for the 
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5 
Environmental
Justice
Commission
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5.2.1	 Principles

Across all the dimensions of its work, the EJC is guided 
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c. Sub-Commission

The work of the Commission is aided by a Sub-Commis-
sion that is responsible for executing the research prior-
ities of the Commission. The Sub-Commission therefore 
acts as a “think-tank” for the EJC, drawing on interna-
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The work of the EJC is split across the three dimensions of 
justice: International, Intersection, and Intergenerational. 
Chairpersons oversee work across all three areas, while 
Commission members and the Sub-Commission assisting 
them are divided according to expertise.

A brief description of each area follows.

5.3.1. International Justice

The crisis of climate change is global, but its impact is 
not evenly distributed. Poorer countries today are paying 
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The EJC will examine the role of Europe-based transna
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b. Employment

The guarantee of a decent job lies at the heart of the 
Green New Deal: a promise to address long-standing 
crises of unemployment and under-employment in parts 
of the continent that have long been neglected by EU 
economic and social policies.246
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The “negative emissions” claim is based on the falla-
cy that bio-energy is in the first place carbon neutral, 
whereas Life Cycle Analyses (LCA) conclude otherwise, 
showing that many bioenergy processes lead to even 
more GHG emissions than the fossil fuels they replace.256

A vast amount of land will be needed to produce the 
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Appendix 2 
A brief primer on the science

1 The Climate
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Appendix 3 
The Planetary Boundaries Framework

1

2

3

4

5
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Climate Finance PactAutonomy Act Alliance EU Data for Progress Finanza Etica

Fund Our Future




