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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Since the establishment of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1994 that brought intellectual 



RETHINKING TRADE TREATIES & ACCESS TO MEDICINES: Toward a Policy-Oriented Agenda       |         bu.edu/gdp       |         October 2019	 3

Our analysis of treaty provisions found that, while there is an overwhelming amount of 
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 I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  w e  o u t l i n e  s o m e  k e y  e v i d e n c e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  

and identify corresponding data and research gaps. The �nal section lays out a proposed research 

agenda.
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pharmaceutical companies. Gilead (US) brought a claim against the Ukraine after failing in domestic 
courts to secure exclusivity in the country for Sovaldi





RETHINKING TRADE TREATIES & ACCESS TO MEDICINES: Toward a Policy-Oriented Agenda       |         bu.edu/gdp       |         October 2019	 16



R E T H I N K I N G  T R A D E  T R E A T I E S  &  A C C E S S  T O  M E D I C I N E S: Toward a Policy-Oriented Agenda       |         bu.edu/gdp       |         



RETHINKING TRADE TREATIES & ACCESS TO MEDICINES



RETHINKING TRADE TREATIES & ACCESS TO MEDICINES: Toward a Policy-Oriented Agenda       |         bu.edu/gdp       |         October 2019	 19







RETHINKING TRADE TREATIES & ACCESS TO MEDICINES



RETHINKING TRADE TREATIES & ACCESS TO MEDICINES





RETHINKING TRADE TREATIES & ACCESS TO MEDICINES: Toward a Policy-Oriented Agenda       |         bu.edu/gdp       |         October 2019	 25

Existing e�orts to centralize knowledge about access to medicines could inform and support this 
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