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The Chinese are stuck with certain positions for political reasons. Each of these issues will lead to
broad public outcry and challenges to the Chinese top leader Xi Jinping on his political wisdom,
credibility, and therefore, his legitimacy within the Chinese Communist Party. While the government
might be able to mobilize the state propaganda machines to manipulate or silence public opinions,
what Xi  cannot suppress is the discontent and challenges launched by dissenting and grieved
factions from within the Party. Any leader of China agreeing to the essential terms the Trump team
had posted will be labeled a traitor compromising China's national interests and the Party's political
legitimacy. The deal as Washington wanted was politically impossible to begin with.
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