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the United Nations, in New York, where I joined the first round of 
high level negotiations on a new UN Law of the Sea agreement 
for the protection of marine Biodiversity in Areas Beyond 
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) which could have significant 
consequences for the future regulation of shipping. 

There are many other pressing issues in which ICS is engaged 
as the industry’s global trade association, not the least the 
danger of a global trade war. There is also the unacceptable 
spike in the number of violent pirate attacks off West Africa; 





Fuel, by far, is a ship operator’s greatest cost and the price of 
compliant fuels is expected to be expensive, perhaps 50% 
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obligations for addressing climate change – a concept that 







19International Chamber of Shipping – Annual Review 2019









23International Chamber of Shipping – Annual Review 2019

transparent and robust monitoring system of national 
implementation to ensure that STCW continues to deliver 
competent and quality seafarers in the interests of maritime 
safety and pollution prevention. 
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The second session of the Diplomatic Conference took place 
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ICS is also encouraged by the decision in 2018 by the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) to a6
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Ballast Water Convention 
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Management Plans. The new edition of the ICS Guidance 
updates advice on best practice in line with the most recent 
changes to MARPOL Annex V. These have expanded the 
scope of the regulations by broadening the definition of what 
constitutes garbage and introducing a general prohibition of 
its discharge into the sea. 

This revised ICS guidance is timely as new attention is given 
to the negative impacts of plastics on the health of the 
world’s oceans. This has been given impetus by the widely 
acclaimed BBC documentary series ‘Blue Planet’, and the 
high level UN Ocean Conference in 2017 – at which ICS 
represented shipowners – in support of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG 14) for the protection of the ocean. 
ICS has further restated shipowner support for SDG 14 as 
part of the new UN Global Compact’s ‘Sustainable Ocean 
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Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems
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work’. The current purpose of the IMO DCS is simply to 
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Mediterranean Migrant Rescue Crisis
The migrant rescue at sea crisis in the Mediterranean is far 
from over, with tens of thousands of migrants still attempting 
to make the dangerous sea crossing from Africa to Europe in 
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Meanwhile (in conjunction with the European Community 
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Lifeboat Safety
ICS continues to lead the Industry Lifeboat Group (ILG), 
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Seafarers and Digital Disruption
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Insurance Issues 
The ICS Insurance Committee’s primary raison d’être is 
to liaise with the London commercial hull insurance and 
war risks markets. Liaison with other major insurance 
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elsewhere, especially as many Asian economies have  
legal regimes that treat liner shipping consortia in the same 
co-operation friendly manner. 

In December 2018, in conjunction with ASA and ECSA, 
ICS co-sponsored a WSC-led submission to the public 
consultation being held by the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Competition (DG COMP). The 
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Confronting Corruption
ICS continues to play a leading part in the Maritime Anti-
Corruption Network (MACN), which now has an important 
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Publications
In addition to representing the industry, the production of 
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Internal Affairs 
The membership of ICS currently 





ICS Committee Structure
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