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IMPLICATIONS FOR THE EU
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These three years of implementation of the EUGS have also shown that the EU has made 
signi�cant progress in turning the Strategy’s vision into concrete action: the progress 
made on European security and defence, working towards the goal of strategic autonomy 
as set out by the Council; the rea�rmation of the EU perspective for the Western Balkans; 
the investment in preserving the nuclear deal with Iran (Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
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information sharing and eventual cooperation between Member States in the 
development of military capabilities, is now in its �rst full cycle of implementation. 
Even initiatives that were only hinted at in the EUGS are today are reality. The Military 
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GLOBAL GOVERNANCE 
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Deepening multilateralism: The EU has demonstrated its ongoing commitment to the 
deepening of multilateralism by reaching ambitious political and trade agreements such 
as with Canada and Japan, as well as pursuing negotiations with Mercosur, Mexico, Chile, 
Australia and New Zealand, which will contribute to setting standards well beyond the 
bilateral partnerships they underpin.

Creating multilateralism: The EU has played a key role in new multilateral initiatives in areas 
such as migration, climate, natural resources and human rights. The EU’s role in promoting 
a partnership approach on Migration and on Refugees, the EU’s Ocean Governance 
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On 17 June 2018 
Greece and North 
Macedonia signed 
an agreement at 
Lake Prespa, 
ending one of the 
oldest con�icts 
in the region 
and setting 
an example 
of reconciliation 
for the Balkans 
and beyond.

years have witnessed an important uptick in the EU’s support for regional cooperation and 
integration initiatives in line with our fundamental interests. 
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Asia: The EU’s partnership with Asia has deepened signi�cantly. We have reached political 
and trade agreements with Japan, Vietnam and Singapore, we are pursuing comprehensive 
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The EU 
hosted three 
international Syria 
Conferences in 
Brussels, to 
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8. State and Societal Resilience to our East and  
	 South

The Integrated Approach is a long-term investment. Looking ahead, the EU can put ever 
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COUNTERING DISINFORMATION  

FOUR KEY PILLARS OF THE ACTION PLAN 

STRONGER COOPERATION AND JOINT 
RESPONSES TO DISINFORMATION

RAISE AWARENESS AND IMPROVE SOCIETAL
RESILIENCE 

IMPROVE DETECTION, ANALYSIS AND 
EXPOSURE OF DISINFORMATION

MOBILISE PRIVATE SECTOR TO TACKLE
DISINFORMATION Rapid Alert System consisting of EU institutions 
and EU Member States set up

Rapid Alert System to provide alerts on 
disinformation campaigns, share insights and 
facilitate coordinated response

Targeted campaigns in Europe
and beyond 

Active participation of civil society in identifying 
and exposing disinformation

Supporting independent media and 
fact-checkers

Invest in digital tools, data analysis skills and 
specialised sta� within the EU institutions and 
in Member States

Assess reach and impact of disinformation

Implementation of EU-wide Code of practice on 
disinformation

Major internet companies such as Google, 
Fa..rEok,(THE )23(OR220.1 teMajor)2ach Mode (zs sa havSINF)6e e inaliset up
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•	 Continue to invest in the resilience of states and societies and an integrated approach  
to con�icts and crises in our surrounding regions, aware that this is where our  
primary responsibility lies and that the complexity of the challenges in our region is  
such that unwavering patience, determination and commitment are essential.

•	 All this requires a signi�cant increase of political and �nancial investment in our  
external action, including defence, greater visibility, and expanding both the joined- 
up approach across policy sectors and a veritable union in action among Member  
States. 

To progress in this direction, the EU must become more autonomous, including in strategic 



31

Three Years On, Looking Forward

Federica Mogherini has addressed the United Nations’ 
Security Council annually on EU-UN cooperation.

form of multilateralism worldwide, working multilaterally with partners externally is 
deeply engrained in our nature. We strive for a more autonomous Union not to act against, 
but rather to act in cooperation with our partners.
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The Security 
of Our Union1. 

A SINGLE COMMAND CENTRE FOR EU MILITARY MISSIONS
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PERMANENT STRUCTURED COOPERATION (PESCO)
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Annex - State and Societal Resilience to our East and South

THE EU EXTERNAL INVESTMENT PLAN

LINKING HUMANITARIAN AID AND DEVELOPMENT
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SUPPORT TO CLIMATE RESILIENCE

WHAT WE HAVE DONE:

WHAT THE GLOBAL STRATEGY PROPOSED:

“We will encourage energy liberalisation, the 
development of rET
e5J(de)ables, bett en21 rET
gullisatthe 
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Integrated Approach
to Con�icts and Crises42
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A LONG-TERM ENGAGEMENT WITH IRAQ

EU RESPONSE TO THE SYRIAN CONFLICT 

WHAT WE HAVE DONE:

WHAT WE HAVE DONE:

WHAT THE GLOBAL STRATEGY PROPOSED:

WHAT THE GLOBAL STRATEGY PROPOSED:

“We will seek to bridge gaps in our response 
between an end of violence and long-term 
recovery, and develop the dual – security and 
development – nature of our engagement.”
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7 MILLION
health care services 

were provided

163,000
refugee children had 
access to education
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Annex - Cooperative Regional Orders

INVESTING IN OUR FRIENDSHIP WITH LATIN AMERICA 
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Global Governance for 
the 21 Century0
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Annex - Global Governance for the 21st

A NEW GENERATION OF TRADE AND POLITICAL AGREEMENTS
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IRAN DEAL, SUPPORT TO NON-PROLIFERATION & SECURITY
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The Way
We Work6. 

ADDRESSING THE INTERNAL/EXTERNAL NEXUS ON MIGRATION 

WHAT WE HAVE DONE:

WHAT THE GLOBAL STRATEGY PROPOSED:

“We must become more joined-up across internal 
and external policies. The migration phenomenon 
requires a balanced and human rights compliant 
policy mix addressing the management of the 
flows and the structural causes.”

In 2014 migration was only tackled as an issue for 
Interior Ministers. In these years, we strengthened 
bilateral cooperation with countries of origin and 
transit but also with international organisations, 
addressing the root causes of irregular migration 
and forced displacement, improving border 
management, supporting voluntary returns and 
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A SMARTER BUDGET FOR EU FOREIGN POLICY 

WHAT WE HAVE DONE:

WHAT THE GLOBAL STRATEGY PROPOSED:

“The time has come to consider reducing the 
number of financial instruments to enhance our 
coherence and flexibility, while raising the overall 
amount dedicated to development.”

The European Commission has proposed to merge 
most foreign policy funding instruments into one 
instrument: the Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI). The 
Commission has proposed to increase the overall 
external action budget to €123 billion for the 





#EUGlobalStrategy

More information:
eeas.europa.eu

europa.eu/globalstrategy


