


About the WTO

The World Trade Organization deals with the global 
rules of trade between nations. Its main function 3ls 
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16.2%
Growth of least-
developed countries’ 





Chart 2.4 
World’s leading traders of goods and services, 2008 and 2018			 







Economies by size of merchandise trade, 2018









General trends in world trade in 2018







Table 3.1 



Exports Imports

Jul 17 Oct 17 Jan 18 Apr 18 Jul 18 Oct 18 Jan 19 Jul 17 Oct 17 Jan 18 Apr 18 Jul 18 Oct 18 Jan 19







World trade and GDP in early 2019

Chart 3.9 
Global PMI new export orders index, January 2010 – April 2019 
(Index, base=50)

Source: IHS Markit.
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Chart 3.11 
Real GDP growth of selected economies, 2018 Q1 to 2019 Q1 
(Quarter-on-quarter percentage change)







Merchandise trade



Chart 4.2 



Chart 4.4 



Chart 4.6 



Chart 4.8 



Chart 4.10 
Top ten exporters of automotive products, 2018 
(US$ billion and annual percentage change)

(a) Includes significant shipments through processing zones.
Source: WTO estimates.





Chart 4.12 
World air transport exports and air passenger yields, 2008-2018 



Chart 4.14 
World travel exports and international tourist arrivals, 2018  
(Annual percentage change)







Chart 4.20 
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Leading traders and 
the role of developing 
economies in world 
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The ten leading merchandise 
and commercial services 
traders represented 

53%
of world trade in 2018.

Asia’s share of global  
merchandise exports  
increased by

6 
percentage  
points



Leading players

Chart 5.1 
Leading merchandise traders, 2008 and 2018 





Chart 5.3 



Chart 5.4 



  c 8 - 0 . 8 r ( h ) 0 2 6 . 5 o ( r ) - 1 8 . 4 n ( h ) 0 - 2 g  a ( p 7 - 0 . 8 c  5 ) 3 1 9 . 8 r ( h ) 0 2 6 . 5 o ( r ) 2



Chart 5.6 
Exports of total merchandise trade by region, 2008 and 2018 
(Percentage share)



Chart 5.7 



Chart 5.8 



Chart 5.9 
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Chart 5.12 





Least-developed countries 

Chart 5.15 



Chart 5.17 











Trade monitoring

A decade of WTO trade monitoring reports 
The WTO trade monitoring exercise was initiated at the end 





Trade Facil itat ion Agreement





Notifications on transparency and technical assistance are on the rise 



Applied tarif fs

Transparency about the amount of duty to be paid at the border 
is improved when tariffs are expressed in ad valorem (percentage 
of the price) terms. Negotiations to convert non-ad valorem tariffs 
to AV tariffs are currently being pursued by WTO members. 

Of currently applied tariffs, 97 per cent are AV while 
the 



WTO members account for 98 per cent of world imports, 





Trade f inance

A large gap exists between supply and demand for trade finance 



















B. Manufactures (SITC sections 5, 6, 7, 8 minus division 68 and group 891)

(i) Iron and steel (SITC division 67)

(ii) �Chemicals (SITC section 5)  
of which,

- Pharmaceuticals (SITC division 54)

- �Other chemicals (SITC divisions 51, 52, 53, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59)  
of which,

51 - Organic chemicals
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Table A.1 





Table A.4 



Table A.5 



Table A.6 
Leading exporters and importers in world merchandise trade, 2018 



Table A.7 







Table A.10 
Trade in commercial services of selected economies by origin and destination, 2017 
(Million dollars and percentage)

7



Table A.10 (continued) 
Trade in commercial services of selected economies by origin and destination, 2017  
(Million dollars and percentage)





Table A.10 (continued) 















Table A.17 
Top 10 exporters and importers of manufactures, 2018 



Table A.18 



Table A.19





Table A.21





Table A.23 



Table A.25 



Table A.27 



Table A.28 









Table A. 







Table A.37 







Table A.43 









Table A.48 



Table A.50 







Table A.54 









Table A.57 









Table A.58 (continued) 



Table A.59  







Table A.59 (continued) 









Table A.60 (continued) 
World exports of commercial services by region and selected economy, 2008-2018 
(Million dollars)





Table A.61 (continued) 
World imports of commercial services by region and selected economy, 2008-2018 
(Million dollars)



Table A.61 (continued) 



Table A.61 (continued) 
World imports of commercial services by region and selected economy, 2008-2018 
(Million dollars)

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Oman 



Table A.62 





Table A.64 



Table A.65 
World merchandise exports of intermediate goods by region and selected economy, 2007-2017 
(Million dollars)











Table A.66 (continued) 



Table A.66 (continued) 
World merchandise imports of intermediate goods by region and selected economy, 2007-2017 
(Million dollars)

Ethiopia 2552 3903 3939 3819 4197 5241 7047 10389 12935 9392 4091

Gabon 978 1104 1259 1046 1349 1518 1582 1559 1081 760 713

The Gambia 109 116 110 100 115 111 117 139 162 150 213

Ghana 2929 3530 2971 3697 5396 5968 5410 6457 6833 5497 6691

Guinea 485 681 717 802 1138 1246 874 867 698 1247 1392

Guinea-Bissau 64 75 73 71 104 111 109 110 117 122 99

Kenya 3769 4677 4491 4990 6590 6665 7040 8129 7927 7329 7665

Lesotho 229 368 567 5-1.551 Td
(Lesoth
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4.971 0 Td
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Table A.67 
Export prices of primary commodities, 2008-2019 
(Index, 2015=100)
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