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NOTE

Note

Within the UNCTAD Division on Technology and Logistics, the ICT Policy Section carries out policy-oriented 
analytical work on the development implications of information and communications technologies (ICTs) and 
e-commerce. It is responsible for the preparation of the 
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Foreword

�7�K�H���U�D�S�L�G���V�S�U�H�D�G���R�I���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���L�V���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�\���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����Z�L�G�H�Q�L�Q�J��
digital divides threaten to leave developing countries, and especially least developed countries, even further 
behind. A smart embrace of new technologies, enhanced partnerships and greater intellectual leadership are 
�Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���U�H�G�H�„�Q�H���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���F�R�Q�W�R�X�U�V���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�7�K�L�V���„�U�V�W���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��Digital Economy Report – previously known as the Information Economy Report���x���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�V��
the implications of the emerging digital economy for developing countries in terms of value creation and capture. 
�,�W�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �P�D�L�Q�� �G�U�L�Y�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �Y�D�O�X�H�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�� �H�U�D�� �x�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�� �G�D�W�D�� �D�Q�G�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �t�� �D�Q�G��
explores how current trends of wealth concentration could be replaced by trajectories leading to more equitable 
sharing of the gains from digitalization.

These are still early days in the digital era, and we have more questions than answers about how to deal with 
the digital challenge. Given the absence of relevant statistics and empirical evidence, as well as the rapid pace 
of technological change, decision-makers face a moving target as they try to adopt sound policies relating to the 
digital economy.

UNCTAD is committed to accompanying its member States with evidence for informed decision-making, as they 
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are hard to be replicated elsewhere, that are needed 
locally, and that can be transported or duplicated in 
a certain location at relatively low cost. Governments 
could focus less on hackathons and bootcamps or 
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responses, there is a need to arrive at some common 
ground on the meaning of the terminology used. This 
section provides some historical background on the 
digital economy concept, and presents a working 
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2018). India’s largest bicycle and scooter maker has 
been using 3D printing since 2014, allowing products 
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�)�L�J�X�U�H���,������	�&�O�R�X�G���W�U�D�I�„�F�����E�\���U�H�J�L�R�Q�������������t������������ 
(Zettabytes)

Source: UNCTAD, based on Cisco, 2018a.
Note: Country groups are those of the source.
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�)�L�J�X�U�H���,������	�(�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���3�U�R�W�R�F�R�O���W�U�D�I�„�F���� 
(Selected years)

Source: UNCTAD, based on Cisco, 2018b.


















