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interests.4 Nevertheless, the transatlantic partners used these institutions to 
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international order more broadly have thus been underpinned byate USy
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area; as Admiral Philip Davidson (head of US Indo-Pacific Command) states, ‘China 
is now capable of controlling the South China Sea in all scenarios short of war with 
the United States’.31

China’s government has signalled that it has no intention of relying on international 
institutions to mediate in its numerous territorial disputes with neighbours. Instead, 
Beijing relies on its maritime superiority 
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Human rights

The founding principles of the leading states in the transatlantic partnership, and 
the institutions they created, include a commitment to individual human rights, free 
speech, democracy and the rule of law. The horrific abuses of the Second World War 
led these countries to establish (and over time to expand) a regime to protect human 
rights around the world. The UN Charter of 1945 and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights of 1948 underpinned this regime. Over time, multilateral institutions 
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) identified new threats and adopted 
new causes, such as protecting the rights of women and LGBTIQ+ communities. 
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which it
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transatlantic partners.48 One of its key levers is economic: Daniel Twining notes that, 

in the past decade, ‘a wave of Chinese capital has washed over Europe’s shores, transforming property markets from London to Lisbon’.49 To divide the EU from adopting 

policies critical of or hostile to Chinese interests, Beijing lavishes individual countries with favourable trade or investment deals. In particular, as 
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