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The GATT was remarkably successful in eliminating import and export quotas, and reducing tariffs. This 
success has also been its curse. Having lowered at-the-











Transfer of technology (TT) is a different matter. The issue is partly addressed, directly and indirectly, 
by





In addition, the report of the Working Party on the Accession of China contains an entire section on 
SOEs 







First, Section 2(A) (uniform administration) provides that: 

2. China shall apply and administer in a uniform, impartial and reasonable manner all its laws, 
regulations and other measures of the central government as well as local regulations, rules 



and independent of the agency entrusted with administrative enforcement, and would not 



performance requirements, 



We kick off our discussion in sub-



in STCs24. STEs thus, were operating in a context of respect for property rights, and within the 
constraints of national antitrust laws (and often, liberalised investment). 

The issue of STCs came up in the GATT 


3.1.2 From GATT+ to WTO+ and WTOx28 



3.1.2.2.1 SOEs/privatisation 

All three acceding countries have embarked on privatisation programmes. This was not at the request 
of the WTO. In fact, the Working Party reports make it clear that all three had embarked on privatisation 
programmes before they initiated their accession proceedings, probably anticipating accession to the 
organisation



3.1.2.2.2 Pricing policies 



Arguably, some of the concerns can be taken care of within the four corners of the existing regime 
(national treatment). The recent Appellate Body report on Brazil-Taxation could offer some help here. 



Prima facie this makes sense. Idiosyncratic situations require customised responses. The downside is 
of course that what is idiosyncratic is often an element of judgement, and MFN issues might arise. The 
trade-off here is not easy to solve. 









and substantial improvement in the present situation. In this context, the European 



immense competitive strength in a number of industries important to the United States - 



President Clinton’s Council of Economic Advisors and then as Director of his National Economic Council 



Notwithstanding 







membership. 





Given this situation the United S









has been achieved so far. And both have announced that they will not envisage negotiating bilateral 
trade agreements with China before signing investment deals. 



Agreement for Trans-



These two clauses are problematic for a number of reasons. A licensor might never be willing, for 



seems to us 



there is no need to amend anything, as China would be violating commitments it has already accepted 
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