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to China from 2016 base-year values using two assumptions about the �exibility of trade responses. 
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Soybeans are the most prominent agricultural commodity exported to China by both the United 
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Figure 4 
China soybean imports, monthly, October 2017–March 2019
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Figure 5 
U.S. soybean exports, monthly, August 2017–February 2019
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Figure 9 
China soybean imports by type of importer, 2015–17
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Source: ERS analysis of lists of soybean importers derived from China customs data.

After China imposed its tariff on U.S. soybeans during 2018, representatives of state-owned compa-
nies COFCO and Sinograin expressed their resolve not to buy U.S. soybeans in interviews with state 
news media (China Jingying Bao, 2018; People’s Daily, 2018). Later that year, when Chinese negoti-
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The United States and Brazil Compete to Supply China’s 
Soybean Imports
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10Goldsmith and Montesdeoca (2017) discuss allocation of expenses to crops for Brazilian farms.
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